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Man pleads guilty 
to child porn 
charges

A Horseheads man 
pleaded guilty Thurs-
day to producing child 
pornography, according 
to a press release from 
U.S. Attorney William J. 
Hochul Jr.

Daniel Sayre, 31, 
appeared before before 
U.S. District Judge 
Charles J. Siragusa in 
Rochester.

Between January 2014 
and February 2015, Sayre 
used a computer and 
camera to produce a 
sexually explicit video and 
still images of a relative 
under the age of 12, Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Tiff any 
H. Lee said.

The charge carries a 
minimum sentence of 15 
years in prison, a maxi-
mum of 30 years and a 
$250,000 fi ne. Sayre will 
be sentenced Nov. 4.

Cops: Shoplifter 
faces drug, other 
charges

A Bath woman is facing 
several charges after Bath 
Village Police responded 
to a shoplifting complaint 
Wednesday at the CVS on 
Liberty Street.

Sabrena L. Randall, 39, 
was charged with petit 
larceny, seventh-degree 
criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, 
criminal possession of a 
hypodermic instrument 
and resisting arrest, Bath 
Police said.

She was arraigned in 
Bath Village Court and 
sent to Steuben County 
Jail on $2,000 cash bail.

2 sentenced for 
dumping into 
Susquehanna

Two upstate New York 
men have been sentenced 
for dumping concrete waste 
into the Susquehanna River 
while demolishing a parking 
garage in Binghamton six 
years ago.

The U.S. Attorney’s Offi  ce 
says Mark Pullyblank of 
Caledonia and William 
Clements of Victor, both 54, 
were sentenced Wednesday 
in federal court in Bingham-
ton for violating the Clean 
Water Act.

Prosecutors say the 
two men were working 
as project managers for 
Spencerport-based Crane-
Hogan Structural Systems, 
which was contracted 
to tear down the parking 
garage at the Binghamton 
Governmental Center. 
Offi  cials say in December 
2008 and January 2009, 
the company discharged 
large quantities of concrete 
and concrete slurry into the 
river. Both men pleaded 
guilty to the charges in 
September.

They were sentenced to 
probation and fi ned a total 
of $12,000. The company 
was ordered to pay a fi ne of 
$500,000.
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BATH | Steuben County 
Legislature Hilda Lando, 
D-Corning, said Thursday 
she no longer plans to bring 
a proposal to the Legislature 
requesting state offi  cials to 
revise the honor block poli-
cies in state prisons.

Lando said in early July, 
days after a similar proposal 

failed in the Corning City 
Council, the plan would 
likely soon be in front of the 
Legislature.

The resolution would 
ask Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and Acting Commissioner 
of Corrections Anthony J. 
Annucci to revise the honor 
block system, so inmates 
serving life sentences for 
violent crimes would not be 
eligible.

“I recently had a conversa-
tion with (Steuben County) 
District Attorney Brook 
Baker,” Lando said. “It’s 
really in his hands to bring 

this proposal to the County 
Public Safety & Corrections 
Committee, to let the Legis-
lature decide whether or not 
to pursue it. I would vote for 
it.”

Baker could not be reached 
Thursday for comment.

“I’m not sure where it’s 
going to go, but I would vote 
for it,” Lando said. “I’m not 
going to bring it to a com-
mittee, because it’s really the 
responsibility of law enforce-
ment people.”

Several  Legis lators , 
including Gary Roush, 
R-Erwin, Steven Maio, 

D-Corning, and Robin 
Lattimer, R-Bath, have 
questioned if the Legislature 
should even weigh in on the 
honor block system.

“We don’t know anything 
about corrections and how 
they should be run,” Roush 
said.

Honor block inmates 
receive special privileges 
and are allowed to cook, 
have access to phones and 
can wear plain clothes. They 
only have to wear uniforms 
to the mess hall and when on 
work assignments.

The resolution originally 

brought before the Corning 
City Council was spurred 
by the June escape of con-
victed killers Richard Matt 
and David Sweat from Clin-
ton Correctional Facility in 
Dannemora. At the time of 
their escape, Matt and Sweat 
were housed in the prison’s 
honor block, a special section 
for well-behaved inmates in 
which they can remain out 
of their cells for most of the 
day and have special jobs 
like assisting plumbers and 
electricians.

Baker has voiced his sup-
port for the proposal.

STEUBEN LEGISLATURE

Lando won’t push prison plan
Legislator says she 
still backs honor 
block proposal

By David Klepper
The Associated Press

ALBANY | Two political 
advocacy groups are consid-
ering a legal appeal after a 
New York state ethics board 
rejected their request to 
shield major donors from 
public disclosure.

The New York Civil Lib-
erties Union and Family 
Planning Advocates of New 
York had asked the Joint 
Commission on Public 
Ethics to allow them to with-
hold the names of the donors 
because they said identifying 
them could put the donors at 
risk of harassment. The com-
mission rejected the request 
on Tuesday, saying they had 
not shown valid justifi cation 
for the exemption.

Last year, the commission 
rejected similar requests 
from the groups relating to 
earlier fi nancial disclosures. 
The decision was reversed on 
an appeal before a judicial 
hearing offi  cer.

Now, both groups are con-
sidering whether to pursue 
another appeal.

“We are confi dent that this 
exemption request will be 
upheld again,” NYCLU said 
in a statement.

Ronnie Pawelko, general 
counsel for Family Planning 
Advocates, an organiza-
tion that supports abortion 
rights, said the organization 
was “reviewing our options 
and determining our next 
steps” following the ruling.

Commissioner members 
who voted against giving the 
two organizations an exemp-
tion said a clear showing that 
donors faced an actual risk 
of reprisal would be needed 
to justify special treatment. 
State law requires other 
political groups that spend 
more than $50,000 on lob-
bying to disclose donors so 
those looking to steer public 
policy are identifi ed.

“The law is ‘clear and 
convincing evidence’ that 
disclosure of a source would 
cause a substantial likelihood 
of harm,” said Commissioner 
David Renzi. “We need to tilt 
toward disclosure whenever 
possible.”

DONOR 
DISCLOSURE

Ethics 
ruling may 
see appeal

By Jeff ery Smith
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING | Nearly 30 
kids of all ages fi lled the 
Laura Richardson Hough-
ton Corning Youth Center 
Thursday afternoon to 
meet three up-and-com-
ing NASCAR drivers.

S c o tt  Mo t o r s p o r t s 
drivers William Byron, 
Dalton Sargeant and J.J. 
Haley met the children 
and answered questions 
in advance of today’s 
NASCAR K&N Pro Series 
East Bully Hill Vineyards 
125 race at Watkins Glen 
International.

Sargeant, 17, of Indiana, 
told the crowd this their 
fi rst time racing at Wat-
kins Glen International.

“It’s a privilege to be on 
the race team we’re on,” 
said Haley, 16, of Indiana. 
“And Watkins Glen is a 
cool course.”

Much cooler, perhaps, 
because they won’t be 
competing against one 
young aggressive driver.

“Well, don’t let me on 
the track with you guys, 
I like to wreck stuff ,” said 
James, a 10-year-old fan 
in attendance. “I always 

SCOTT MOTORSPORTS DRIVERS HOLD Q&A

NASCAR’s future stars visit 
with children in Corning 

NASCAR K&N Pro Series East drivers JJ Haley, Dalton Sargeant and William Byron sign autographs for the 
kids at the Corning Youth Center Thursday in Corning. PHOTOS BY ERIC WENSEL/THE LEADER

NASCAR K&N Pro Series East drivers JJ Haley, 
Dalton Sargeant and William Byron answer ques-
tions during a visit to the Corning Youth Center 
Thursday afternoon.

By James Post
jpost@the-leader.com

WATKINS GLEN | Res-
idents should be prepared 
for altered traffi  c patterns 
for the big race Sunday 

at Watkins Glen Interna-
tional, according Schuyler 
County Sheriff William 
Yessman.

Traffi  c will be redirected 
for much of the day to allow 
a large volume of traffic 

to and from the track for 
the NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Cheez-It 355 at The Glen, 
Yessman said.

From 6 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Sunday, one-way traffi  c will 
be maintained on County 

Route 16, with three lanes 
of traffi  c going from State 
Route 414 to Gate 2 at the 
track.

At the same time, two 

WATKINS GLEN RACE WEEKEND

Sheriff  warns residents of traffi  c pattern changes

SEE NASCAR,  A8

SEE TRAFFIC,  A8
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wreck.”
“I’ ll remember that,” 

Haley responded with a 
smile. Byron, 17, of North 
Carolina, said he grew up 
racing. “It’s a lot of fun,” 
Byron said. Sargeant and 
Haley agreed.

Brendan, 12, asked the 

drivers if they were good 
friends away from the 
track.

“We are good friends,” 
Haley said. “Very good 
friends. We’re teammates. 
At the race there are people 
you like and some you don’t 
like.”

Caitlin McConville, youth 
center program coordina-
tor, asked the drivers how 
diffi  cult it is to be a race car 

driver while still attending 
high school.

“It’s hard to do school 
and racing, but I do the 
best I can,” Sargeant said. 
“Got all A’s and B’s this 
last year, so it worked out 
alright.”

Joel, 16, asked Haley 
what it’s like to win a race.

“You should be asking 
William. He’s the cur-
r e n t  p o i n t s  l e a d e r,” 

Haley said. “But it’s very 
rare  and so special .”
“I hope you win,” Joel 
responded.

“If I do, I will thank you 
when being interviewed 
after the race,” Haley said.

The drivers also signed 
autographs and took pic-
tures with the children.

“I wish I had a ticket,” 
Brendan said. “I would love 
to go.”

NASCAR
From Page A1

lanes of traffi  c will go one-
way from Townsend Road 
to Kuhl-Winner Way.

Star t ing at  9  a .m., 
Kuhl-Winner Way will be 
one-way southbound from 
County Route 16 to Gate 5, 
and one-way northbound 
from Bronson Hill Road 
to Gate 6 at the track.

Yessman said those 
within the affected area 
who are trying to attend 
church services, go shop-
ping or go to the Village 

of Watkins Glen should 
use the following routes: 
For those between County 
Route 17 and Meads Hill 
Road, go west to Meads 
Hill and north to State 
Route 329 into Watkins 
Glen, or left on Meads 
Hill to Wedgewood Road 
to State Route 414, where 
you can turn right toward 
Corning or left toward 
Watkins Glen or Montour 
Falls. For those between 
Meads Hill Road and the 
track, follow the traffi  c to 
Townsend and then take 
Watkins-Townsend Road 
into Watkins Glen.

At 2 p.m Sunday, that 
traffi  c pattern will largely 
reverse, Yessman said, with 
one-way traffi  c on County 
Route 16 from the track 
toward State Route 414 
then into Watkins Glen. 
That traffi  c is expected to 
last about three hours.

There will also be one-
way traffi  c on Kuhl-Winner 
Way from Gate 6 at the 
track to State Route 414, 
and from gates 4 and 5 at 
the track on Kuhl-Winner 
way to County Route 16. 
Traffi  c from Kuhl-Winner 
Way will be diverted in 
Townsend to County Route 

16, County Route 19 or 
Watkins-Townsend Road, 
through the state park 
to Station Road and into 
Watkins Glen on Steuben 
Street.

Yessman apologized for 
the inconvenience, but said 
the traffi  c changes are nec-
essary due to the volume of 
traffi  c.

He also noted that 
weather could affect the 
situation, possibly delay-
ing the end of the race and 
outgoing traffi  c until later 
in the day or even Monday, 
so residents should be alert.

TRAFFIC
From Page A1

By Janie Har
The Associated Press

LAKEPORT, Calif. | 
Crews backed by important 
firefighting resources are 
gaining ground against a 
massive Northern California 
wildfi re, but it may be sev-
eral days before thousands of 
evacuees can return home, 
offi  cials said Thursday. 

Four more homes were 
destroyed overnight, bring-
ing the total number of 
properties lost to 43. More 
than 13,000 people have 
been ordered or urged to 
leave their homes, vacation 

cabins and campsites since 
the blaze ignited July 29 
about 100 miles north of San 
Francisco. 

Dominic Polito, a fire 
spokesman, said he does not 
know when residents will be 
allowed back home.

“I would imagine they’re 
going to make sure the line is 
completely contained before 
they do that,” Polito said 
Thursday. “Plan on the next 
couple of days, and hopefully 
it’s sooner than that.”

Firefighters and equip-
ment from outside the 
drought-stricken state have 
poured in to battle the blaze, 

which has chewed through 
more than 107 square miles 
of parched terrain and was 
40 percent contained, the 
California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion said. 

Days after declaring a 
state of emergency, Cali-
fornia Gov. Jerry Brown 
visited fi re crews Thursday 
and thanked them for their 
eff orts. He said the state is 
hotter and drier than it’s 
ever been, making blazes 
more severe and extending 
the fi re season.

Officials got ready for a 
drought-fueled fi re season 

and built up staff s early with 
several hundred more fi re-
fi ghters than previous years, 
Cal Fire spokesman Daniel 
Berlant said.

“We’re definitely at a 
medium to high level of 
activity, but we’re not at 
extreme, where we are low 
on resources by any means,” 
he said. The National Inter-
agency Fire Center in Idaho 
has listed the fire as the 
nation’s highest priority for 
crews and equipment. It is 
the largest of 23 fi res state-
wide and takes up nearly a 
third of the 10,000 fi refi ght-
ers dispatched in California.

CALIFORNIA

Wildfi re destroys more 
homes, but crews advance

By Abdullah Al-Shihri 
and Aya Batrawy
The Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia 
| An allegedly new Islamic 
State affi  liate in Saudi Arabia 
claimed responsibility for a 
suicide bombing at a mosque 
inside a police compound in 
the country’s southwest on 
Thursday that killed at least 
15 people, most of them 
members and recruits of the 
kingdom’s special forces. 

It was the deadliest attack 
against Saudi security per-
sonnel in years and one that 
is likely to pull the kingdom 
deeper into the regional war 
with IS extremists. 

The blast took place in an 
Interior Ministry compound 
in the city of Abha, the pro-
vincial capital of Asir, which 
lies along the border with 
war-torn Yemen. The troops 
killed were members of an 
elite counter-terrorism force.

The attack was stunning in 
its timing and target, coming 
just weeks after the Saudi 
Interior Ministry announced 
the arrest of more than 400 
suspects in an anti-terror-
ism sweep. In April, they 
announced the arrest of 
more than 90 suspects. 

The kingdom had for years 
quietly allowed thousands of 
Saudis to leave the country to 
join militant groups fi ghting 
in Iraq and Syria, until the 
late King Abdullah last year 
decreed that fi ghting abroad 
was illegal. At the same time, 
Saudi Arabia joined a U.S.-
led coalition carrying out 
airstrikes in Syria and Iraq 
against the Islamic State 
group. 

The kingdom is also lead-
ing a coalition targeting 
Yemen’s Iran-allied Shiite 
rebels who have carried 
out a number of cross-bor-
der attacks against Saudi 
military targets. It has also 
sheltered Yemen’s exiled 
President Abed Rabbo Man-
sour Hadi whose loyalists 
at home are battling Iran-
backed Shiite rebels known 
as Houthis.

Hours after Thursday’s 
bombing in Abha, a previ-
ously unheard of IS affi  liate, 
which calls itself Hijaz Prov-
ince of the Islamic State, 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

The group issued a state-
ment saying an IS suicide 
bomber targeted a “monu-
ment of the apostate,” 
referring to the special 

forces’ compound in Abha.
It described the kingdom’s
ruling family as “tyrants”
who have aligned them-
selves with “their Crusader
masters,” or Western allies.
The statement was car-
ried on IS-affi  liated Twitter
accounts and was also
reported by the SITE Intel-
ligence Group, which tracks
militant messages. 

The claim was the first
by the purportedly new IS
branch.  

The “Hijaz” in its name is
a reference to the historic
western part of Saudi Arabia
that is home to Islam’s holiest
sites of Mecca and Medina.
The name raises the specter
of future assaults in this part
of Saudi Arabia, which has
not seen terrorist attacks in
recent years. 

Another local IS affi  liate
calling itself Najd Province
— a reference to the central
Saudi region that’s home to
the capital, Riyadh — has
claimed responsibility for
recent attacks in eastern
Saudi Arabia and also in
Kuwait.

Saudi Interior Minis-
try spokesman, Maj. Gen.
Mansour al-Turki, told The
Associated Press it was too
early to confirm whether
IS or its supporters were
behind Thursday’s attack
and that the police were still
investigating. 

Local reports suggested
the bomber entered the
police compound disguised
as a janitor, but al-Turki
said this has also not been
confi rmed. 

The U.S. ambassador to
Riyadh, Joseph Westphal,
condemned the attack “in
the strongest terms” and
said in a statement that his
“heart is with the families” of
the victims. 

The last major attack
against Saudi security forces
was in April 2004, in the
midst of Saudi Arabia’s battle
against a wave of al-Qaida
attacks, when a car bomb-
ing hit an Interior Ministry
building in Riyadh. That
attack killed four security
personnel and a civilian.

Retired Royal Saudi Navy
Commodore Abdulateef
Al-Mulhim said Thursday’s
bombing was “devastating”
but could prompt Saudi
forces, especially the younger
recruits — some of whom
were targeted in Abha —
to be “more careful, more
watchful.”

MIDEAST UNREST

IS affi  liate claims 
responsibility for Saudi 
police bombing
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Mostly sunny

High | 80
Low | 55
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P. cloudy, slight
chance of
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High | 78
Low | 56
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P. cloudy,
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High | 79
Low | 59

Tuesday
M. cloudy,
showers or
storms likely
High | 75
Low | 62
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