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TODAY
Rain likely
60° / 37°
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Winter mix
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Clouds, snow possible
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Centralized arraignment 
process the topic

By James Post 
jpost@the-leader.com

BATH | County officials will 
meet with City of Corning lead-
ers at a special City Council 
meeting Dec. 27 to seek an 

agreement on a plan for pro-
viding counsel to defendants 
at their arraignments.

Officials continued to dis-
cuss their options Monday at 
a special meeting of the county 
Legislature’s Public Safety and 
Corrections Committee.

Central to those issues is 
transportation. City officials 

from both Corning and Hornell 
have balked at the idea of 
transporting detainees to the 
county courthouse in Bath for 
a planned centralized arraign-
ment process.

County officials have coun-
tered that the cost of staffing 
both city courthouses with 
public defenders and district 

attorneys would be prohibitive.
The hope a compromise can 

be found in having Sheriff James 
Allard’s department provide 
transportation to Bath.

Still in question: How much 
are the cities willing to pay for 
that service?

Seeking to provide perspec-
tive, county attorney Alan Reed 

noted that from the cities’ point 
of view, they’ve been holding 
24-hour arraignments all along,
and the only party that hasn’t 
been present is the county
Public Defender’s office.

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s 
on Monday went back and 

Corning, county to meet Dec. 27

The Leader staff

The Steuben County 
Sheriff's Office is request-
i n g   t h e  p u b l i c ' s  h e l p 
In locating a missing 
16-year-old girl.

Alexis Hostrander, of 
the Town of Corning, was 
r e p o r t e d  m i s s i n g  b y 
her family on Dec. 13. 
I t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t 
Hostrander ran out of her 
residence and ran to a 
waiting unknown vehicle, 
leaving the area.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
S h e r i f f ' s  O f f i c e , 
Hostrander is known to 
have a medical condition 
which may cause seizures 
and her family is con-
cerned for her safety and 
welfare.

The Steuben County 
S h e r i f f ' s  O f f i c e  s a y s 
Hostrander may be in the 
Elmira area.

S h e  i s  a p p r o x i -
mately 5'0” tall and weighs 
about 100 pounds. She 
has brown hair and brown 
eyes, and was last seen 

Steuben 
Sheriff  
looking 
for teen

President again digs in on 
border wall, sending GOP 
into scramble

By Lisa Mascaro, Matthew 
Daly and Catherine Lucey
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After a 
rare lashing from conserva-
tives, President Donald Trump 
declared Thursday he would 
not sign a bill to keep funding 
the government because it fails 

to provide billions for a border 
wall with Mexico, throwing 
Congress into deep disarray and 
risking a federal shutdown this 
weekend.

Conservatives want to keep 
fighting for the money to pay 
for the wall as a last act of the 
GOP-led Congress before 
Democrats take House con-
trol in January. They warn that 
“caving” on Trump’s repeated 
wall promises could hurt his 
2020 re-election chances, and 

other Republicans’ as well.
Within hours of Trump’s 

statement, the Republican-
controlled House voted along 
party lines to add $5.7 billion 
to the stopgap spending bill, 
along with a nearly $8 billion 
disaster aid package that many 
lawmakers support for coastal 
hurricanes and California wild-
fires. The House was set to vote 
Thursday on the overall bill.

Trump rejects bill to avoid shutdown

President Donald Trump speaks 
during a signing ceremony for 
the “Agriculture Improvement 
Act of 2018” in the South Court 
Auditorium of the Eisenhower 
Executive Offi ce Building 
on Thursday in Washington. 
[JACQUELYN MARTIN/THE ASSOCIATED 

PRESS]

Kids, families enjoy food 
and gift s

By Jeff Smith 
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING - A large crowd 
filled the annual Holiday Party 
at the Corning Youth Center 
Thursday, enjoying dinner, 
getting some cool presents 
from Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus, 
as well as enjoying time with 
Frosty and Rudolph.

Harmony Ayers-Friedlander, 
executive director of the Family 
Service Society Inc., said about 
125 youths and their fami-
lies, many who use the Laura 
Richardson Houghton Youth 
Center, enjoyed the party, as 
well as several community 
guests, board members and 
Youth Center staff.

“The holiday season is a time 
when we think about gifts,” 
said Ayers-Friedlander. “Some 
of the most important gifts 
come from within us - not from 
a store. Having the opportunity 
to learn and try new things. 
Developing friendships built 
on trust and kindness. Having 

Youth Center Holiday Party

Nine-year-old Meah receives a dinner Thursday from City Manager Mark Ryckman at the annual Holiday Party 
at the Corning Youth Center alongside Councilman Frank Muccini, R-5, and Mayor Bill Boland. [JEFF SMITH/THE 

LEADER]
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wearing a yellow hoodie, 

black Adidas sweat pants 
with a blue stripe on the 
side, pink sneakers and she 
may be carrying a small 
pink backpack.

If anyone has information 
on Alexis' whereabouts, 

please contact Steuben 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Dispatch line, (607) 622-
3911, or the Steuben County 
911 Center, (607) 664-2911.

Or if you would like to 
remain anonymous please 

submit your information
to the Steuben County
Sheriff’s Office Anonymous
Tipline on the Steuben
County website, https://
steubencony.org/, under
the Sheriff tab.

TEEN
From Page A1

f o r t h  o v e r  c o s t s  a n d 
responsibilities.

Chairman Aaron Mullen 
said he believes those dis-
cussions are likely moot at 
this point.

“I think what we need 
to focus on is, what is the 
most efficient form of this 
plan?,” Mullen said.

He raised the prospect of 
having scheduled pickups 

at the cities, with four dep-
uties covering two shifts a 
day instead of five covering 
all three shifts.

Allard noted that while 
that could work, they have 
to be sure staffing is suf-
ficient, because they have 
other transports to make 
as well -- and the law says 
prisoners and those who 
haven’t yet been arraigned 
c a n ’ t  b e  t r a n s p o r t e d 
together.

Legislature Chairman 
Joseph Hauryski, who 
sat in on the committee 

meeting as he often does, 
said adjustments will almost 
certainly have to be made as 
the program goes on.

“This is not going to be 
an exact science,” Hauryski 
told those in attendance.

District Attorney Brooks 
Baker also noted that 
coming to any compromise 
is beneficial, since the city 
judges do have the power 
to compel district attor-
neys and public defenders to 
appear at the arraignments 
regardless of cost.

County officials will 

discuss those issues and
others with Corning city
officials at a special City
Council meeting set for
6 p.m. Dec. 27. They also
plan to meet publicly with
Hornell city officials some-
time in January.

County Manager Jack
Wheeler noted that state
officials are asking that
the counsel at arraignment
program is in effect by Feb.
1.

“If it’s not central (in
Bath), Feb. 1 will  not
happen,” Wheeler said.

COUNTY
From Page A1

fun with other.”
Kamren Corle, 14, of 

Corning, who started 
coming to the Youth Center 
in the summer months, said 
he has enjoyed spending 
time with staff members 
and others, who often come 
to the Youth Center.

Cady Bennett, 10, of 
Corning, agreed.

“I come to the Youth 
C e n t e r  p r e t t y  m u c h 
everyday after I get out 
of school,” Bennett said. 
“What I like best is getting 

to do special activities. 
The activity I like the best 
is zumba.”

Ayers-Friedlander said 
more than 50 children at 
the event received gifts 
from Mr. and Mrs. Santa.

“Events at the Youth 
Center grow each year,” 
Ayers-Friedlander said. 
“The Youth Center offers 
a place where children 
can experience these gifts 
and where the rest of us 
- parents, volunteers, 
donors, board members 
and staff -  all of those 
making this possible - can 
come together to celebrate 
having a special place.”

HOLIDAYS
From Page A1

Congress must act before 
a midnight Friday dead-
line to fund parts of the 
government or risk a par-
tial shutdown just before 
Christmas. The Senate has 
already approved a stream-
lined version of the bill, 
which would fund the gov-
ernment through Feb. 8.

A House vote to approve 
the newly expanded bill 
would send the package 
to the Senate, where its 
prospects are grim amid 
strong opposition from 
Democrats. Sixty votes are 
needed to approve the bill 
there.

T r u m p ’ s  s u d d e n 
rejection of the Senate-
approved legislation, after 
days of mixed messages, 

sent Republican leaders 
scrambling for options back 
on Capitol Hill.

House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, exiting a hastily 
called meeting with Trump 
and other GOP lawmakers 
at the White House, said, 
“We’re going to go back 
and work on adding border 
security to this, also keep-
ing the government open, 
because we do want to see 
an agreement.”

By afternoon, Trump 
shifted his terminology, 
saying he’s not necessarily 
demanding a border wall 
but “steel slats” — which 
is similar to the border 
security fencing already 
provided for in the bill.

“I give them a little bit 
of an out, ‘steel slats,’” 
Trump said during a farm 
bill signing at the White 
House. “We don’t use the 
word ‘wall’ necessarily, but 

it has to be something spe-
cial to do the job.”

The nuance could pro-
vide Trump a way to try 
to proclaim victory. The 
bill would keep funding at 
current levels, $1.3 billion, 
for border security, includ-
ing pedestrian fencing and 
replacement fences, not his 
border wall. It requires only 
previously used designs.

It was unclear if the bill 
including the $5 billion in 
wall funding could pass 
the House, where some 
Republicans oppose more 
border wall funding and 
others were frustrated by 
the messy lurch of events.

The plan is unlikely be 
approved in the Senate, 
where Minority Leader 
C h u c k  S c h u m e r  h a s 
denounced the wall as 
“ineffective, unnecessary 
and exorbitantly expen-
sive,” and many senators 

have already left for the
holidays.

Without a deal, more
than 800,000 federal
workers would face fur-
loughs or be forced to work
without pay, disrupting
government operations at
year’s end.

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
met with Ryan after the
House leaders returned
from the meeting with
Trump. Senators were
advised they could be
called back to the Capitol
on Friday for another vote.

R y a n  a n d  M a j o r i t y
Leader Kevin McCarthy
had endured complaints
during a private morning
meeting earlier Thursday
f r o m  r a n k - a n d - f i l e
Republicans in the Capitol
that they were closing out
their majority without a
fight on a major issue.

WALL
From Page A1

Mr. and Mrs. Claus handed out gift to more than 50 children 
Thursday at the annual Holiday Party at the Corning Youth 
Center. [JEFF SMITH/THE LEADER]

By Eric Tucker
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
— President Donald 
Trump’s pick for attor-
ney general, William 
Barr, sent an unsolic-
ited memo to the Justice 
Department this year 
criticizing a central 
prong of the special 
counsel’s Russia inves-
tigation, attacking as 
“fatally misconceived” 
the idea the president 
could have obstructed 
justice.

The memo, sent in June 
while Barr was in private 
practice and months 
before he was selected 
by Trump for the Justice 
Department job, could 
factor into his future 
c o n f i r m a t i o n  h e a r -
ings before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee 
and may prompt ques-
tions about his ability 
to oversee the special 
counsel’s investigation 
in an open-minded and 
impartial manner.

The document argues 
there could be disas-
trous consequences for 
the Justice Department 
and the presidency if 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller were to conclude 
that acts a president 
is legally permitted to 
take — whether firing 
an FBI director or grant-
ing a pardon — could 
constitute obstruction 
because of a subjective 
determination that they 
were done with corrupt 
intent.

“Mueller should not 
be permitted to demand 
t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t 
submit to interrogation 
about alleged obstruc-
tion,” Barr wrote. “Apart 
from whether Mueller 
(has) a strong enough 
factual basis for doing 
so, Mueller’s obstruc-
tion theory is fatally 
misconceived.”

Barr acknowledged 
that a president can 
commit obstruction of 
justice by destroying 
evidence or tampering 
with witnesses. But, he 
said, he is unaware of 

any accusation like that 
in the Mueller investiga-
tion, and he said it would 
“do lasting damage to 
the Presidency and to 
the administration of 
law within the Executive 
branch” if an act like the 
firing of ex-FBI chief 
James Comey could 
amount to obstruction.

S o m e  S e n a t e 
Democrats, including 
Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, expressed 
alarm over the memo. 
The outgoing Republican 
chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, 
Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
said he was confident 
B a r r  w o u l d  a d d r e s s 
questions over it, noting: 
“It may be a very serious 
issue, or it may be a less 
serious issue. Or it may 
not be an issue at all.”

Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
the incoming committee 
chairman, said he wasn’t 
bothered by the docu-
ment though he noted he 
didn’t agree with every-
thing in it.

“People can have opin-
ions. They can express 
them,” Graham said. 
“They can be advocates. 
It doesn’t mean they’re 
disqualified.”

Mueller and his team of 
prosecutors have spent 
the last year and a half 
investigating not only 
whether the Trump cam-
paign coordinated with 
Russia but also whether 
the president might have 
obstructed justice by, 
among other actions, 
asking Comey to drop 
an investigation into his 
national security adviser 
and firing the FBI direc-
tor months later. That 
firing paved the way for 
Mueller’s appointment.

In drafting the docu-
ment, Barr weighed in 
on contentious legal 
questions surrounding 
the scope of the presi-
dent’s executive power. 
Trump and his lawyers 
have resisted answer-
ing questions related to 
the obstruction inquiry, 
saying prosecutors can’t 
second-guess actions the 
president takes in office.

In memo, Trump’s AG 
pick criticized aspect 
of Mueller probe

By Gregory Katz
The Associated Press

LONDON — Drones buzz-
ing over the runway forced 
the shutdown of London’s 
Gatwick Airport on Thursday 
during one of the busiest 
times of the year, stranding 
or delaying tens of thousands 
of Christmas-season travel-
ers and setting off a hunt for 
the operator of the intruding 
aircraft.

The prospect of a deadly 
collision between what police 
described as industrial-grade 
drones and an airliner led 
authorities to stop all flights 
in and out.

Police said they had no 
doubt the intrusion was a 
deliberate attempt to dis-
rupt operations at the airport 
during a peak period, but 
there were “absolutely no 
indications to suggest this is 
terror-related.”

About 20 police units from 
two forces tried to zero in on 
the drone operator after the 
first sighting over Gatwick 
on Wednesday evening. 
Police told airport officials it 
was too risky to try to shoot 
down the two drones — stray 
bullets might kill someone.

“Each time we believe 
we get close to the opera-
tor, the drone disappears. 
When we look to reopen 
the airfield, the drone reap-
pears,” said Sussex Police 

Superintendent Justin 
Burtenshaw. He said the 
newer-generation drones are 
bigger and have more range, 
making it harder for police to 
locate the person controlling 
the device.

Defense Secretary Gavin 
Williamson said the military 
would be deployed to help 
police. He said the armed 
forces would bring “unique 
capabilities” but gave no 
details.

With drones booming 
in popularity and becom-
ing increasingly affordable, 
aviation authorities have 
been warning in recent 
years about the risk of a cat-
astrophic collision with an 
airliner, and Britain — and 

the U.S. — have tightened 
restrictions. Drones could 
get sucked into a jet engine or 
crash through a windshield, 
incapacitating the pilot.

The crisis at Gatwick had 
a ripple effect on air travel in 
Britain, continental Europe 
and beyond as incoming 
flights were sent to other 
locations and outgoing ones 
were grounded. British 
authorities said they would 
lift some night-flight noise 
restrictions at other airports 
to ease the congestion.

 Gatwick — Britain’s 
second-busiest airport by 
passenger numbers — first 
closed its runway Wednesday 
evening after the drones were 
spotted. It reopened briefly at 

about 3 a.m. Thursday but
shut down 45 minutes later
after further sightings. The
airport, about 30 miles south 
of London, sees more than 43
million passengers a year. 

About 110,000 had been
scheduled to pass through 
on Thursday.

Gatwick Chief Executive 
Stewart Wingate said the 
drone intrusion was calcu-
lated to cause “maximum
disruption” just before 
Christmas.

Police said the drones
were of an “industrial speci-
fication,” an indication they 
weren’t the small, inex-
pensive machines sold to
hobbyists. The larger drones
are more dangerous to jets in
flight and can stay in the air
longer.

The airport’s terminals 
were jammed with thousands
of weary travelers.

“I haven’t slept since
yesterday morning. We are
very tired. It’s freezing, we 
are cold, having to wear all 
of these coats for extra blan-
kets,” said Andri Kyprianou,
of Cyprus, whose flight to
Kiev was canceled.

“There were pregnant
women. One of them was
sleeping on the floor. There 
were people with small babies
in here overnight. We saw
disabled people on chairs.
There were young children
sleeping on the floor.”

Drones force shutdown of 
London’s Gatwick Airport

A woman waits in the departures area Thursday at London’s 
Gatwick Airport after the airport was closed because of 
drones spotted over the airfi eld. [TIM IRELAND/THE ASSOCIATED 

PRESS]

FIVE-DAY FORECAST

Today
Clouds, rainy
High | 60
Low | 37

Saturday

Rain/snow

High | 39

Low | 25

Sunday

Clouds, snow

High | 42

Low | 27

Monday

Clouds, rain

High | 38

Low | 24

Tuesday

Clouds, rain

High | 37

Low | 25
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Forecast for Friday, December 21, 2018
Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.

MOON PHASES
 First Full Last New

 DEC 15 DEC 23 DEC 29 DEC 7

SUNRISE | SUNSET
Sunrise today 7:33 a.m.
Sunset today 4:39 p.m.

Sunrise Sat. 7:34 a.m.
Sunset Sat. 4:40 p.m.
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