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KESELOWSKI 
DOMINATES IN 
MARTINSVILLE
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VOLS, 
TAR HEELS 
ADVANCE IN 
TOURNEY

TODAY
AM Showers

40° / 21°

TUESDAY
Mostly sunny

41° / 15°

WEDNESDAY
Mostly sunny

40° / 25°
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CAMPBELL - State Sen. 
Tom O’Mara, R-Big Flats, and 
Assemblyman Phil Palmesano, 
R-Corning, joined Campbell 
H i g h w a y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Tom Austin, Town of Hornby 
Highway Superintendent Ron 
Divens and highway employees 
Friday to celebrate the arrival 
of a new tracked excavator 
for Campbell and Hornby and 

Campbell’s new plow truck.
Austin contacted O’Mara and

Palmesano earlier this year for 
funding assistance to purchase
needed highway equipment. 
The legislators were able to
secure $300,000 as part of the
2018-19 state budget to help
the town purchase a 2019 John
Deere 160GLC tracked exca-
vator and a 2019 Tenco plow 
equipment.

New equipment welcomed

See FUNDS,  A8

CORNING   —     Hundreds of 
people showed up Sunday at 
the Believe in Youth Bowl-A-
Rama, formerly Bowl for Kids’ 
Sake, the Youth Mentoring 
of the Southern Tier orga-
nization’s biggest annual 
fundraiser at Crystal Lanes.

A n g e l a  B u t t o n ,  p r o -
gram coordinator of Youth 
Mentoring, formerly Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, said 
teams of five bowlers com-
mitted to soliciting funds 
from friends and family 
members on behalf of Youth 
Mentoring of the Southern 
Tier organization.

“It was a great crowd rais-
ing money for a great cause,” 
Button said. “Everyone had a 
great time.’

The funds raised at the 
annual event were not known 

Youth Bowl-A-Rama

A group 
of young 
bowlers 
get their 
picture 
taken at 
Sunday’s  
Believe in 
Youth Bowl-
A-Rama 
at Crystal 
Lanes. 
[SHAWN 

VARGO/THE 

LEADER]

Participants at the Believe in Youth Bowl-A-Rama look over some raffl e items Sunday at Crystal Lanes. 
[SHAWN VARGO/THE LEADER]

Fundraiser supports 
Youth Mentoring

See BOWL,  A8

By Eric Tucker, Michael 
Balsamo, Chad Day 
and Julie Pace
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  —  T h e 
Justice Department declared 
Sunday that special counsel 

Robert Mueller’s long inves-
tigation did not find evidence 
that President Donald Trump’s 
campaign “conspired or coordi-
nated” with Russia to influence 
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, setting off celebrations 
of vindication by Trump and 

his supporters. Mueller also 
investigated whether Trump 
obstructed justice but did not 
come to a definitive answer.

In a four-page letter to 
Congress, Attorney General 
William Barr quoted Mueller’s 
report as stating it “does not 

exonerate” the president on 
obstruction. Instead, Barr said, 
it “sets out evidence on both 
sides of the question.”

Trump, in Florida, said the 
report proved “there was no 
collusion” as he has contended 
for many months. He also 

claimed it showed there was 
no obstruction and said it was
a shame that he and the nation
had to suffer through “an illegal 
takedown that failed.”

Barr released his summary of

Report: No evidence of Russia collusion

By Andrew Taylor
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A battle 
over funding for Puerto Rico is 
complicating the path forward 
for a long-delayed disaster aid 
bill that’s a top political prior-
ity for some of President Donald 
Trump’s Republican allies as it 
heads to the Senate floor this 
week.

At stake is $13.5 billion emer-
gency relief legislation to help 
southern farmers, rebuild 
hurricane-damaged military 
bases, repair water systems, 
and assist victims of last year’s 
California wildfires, among 
other purposes.

The measure has wide back-
ing from both Democrats 
and Republicans and is per-
haps most ardently backed by 

Trump loyalists such as David
Perdue, R-Ga., and Thom Tillis,
R-N.C., who face potentially 
difficult re-election fights next
year.

The White House, however,
isn’t pleased with the bill and is 
particularly opposed to efforts
by Democrats to make hurri-
cane relief to Puerto Rico more
generous. Senate Republicans
are supporting food aid to 
the devastated island and are
working with top Democrats
like Patrick Leahy of Vermont 
to try to speed passage of the 
measure by adding additional 
help for Puerto Rico.

The House passed a compan-
ion $14.2 billion version of the
legislation in January, but it got 
tangled up in the politics of the

Disaster aid bill faces tricky 
path as it heads to Senate

This June 18, 
2018, photo 
shows an 
aerial view 
of the Amelia 
neighborhood in 
the municipality 
of Catano, east 
of San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 
[DENNIS M. RIVERA/

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

FILE PHOTO]

See AID,  A8
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By Lisa Mascaro 
and Steve Peoples
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For 
many Democrats, Robert 
Mueller’s investigation 
has long stood as their 
best, last chance to take 
down President Donald 
Trump before the next 
election. But what if the 
big reveal doesn’t reveal 
much new?

The imminent release 
of the special counsel’s 
report marks a moment 
of reckoning that may 
deflate Trump critics’ 
sky-high expectations.

On Capitol Hill at least, 
Democratic leaders in 
recent weeks have worked 
to convince restless liber-
als across the country that 
Mueller’s probe of Russian 
interference into the 2016 
campaign was the begin-
ning, rather than the end, 
of the inquiries. They are 
mounting far-reaching 
congressional investiga-
tions into Trump’s White 
H o u s e  a n d  b u s i n e s s 
dealings, threatening to 
subpoena Mueller’s tes-
timony and promising an 
onslaught of high-drama 
hearings.

It’s unclear whether 
that’s enough to sat-
i s f y  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e 
Democratic Party, which 

has already waited two
years for an explosive 
report, which they’re 
now told is unlikely to 
include any more criminal
indictments. 

Liberal activists are
already preparing for
n a t i o n w i d e  p r o t e s t s
should the Trump admin-
istration not release the
full report or appear to be 
hiding key evidence.

“There is an enormous 
amount of energy behind
this,” said Democratic 
strategist Zac Petkanas.
“ A n d  I  t h i n k  p e o p l e
should not underestimate 
what a White House cover 
up will unleash if they 
decide to hide one word
of the report or underlying
evidence. We are at the
beginning of a long fight 
to ensure that there’s not 
a cover up.”

Despite the intense 
scrutiny on the report, 
polling suggests that 
most voters’ have hard-
ened views of Trump and 
allegations of corrup-
tion, which won’t change
regardless of what Mueller
has uncovered. 

The bigger question
becomes, politically at 
least, how each side will
use the investigation 
to mobilize its voters 
heading into the 2020
election.

Mueller report brings 
moment of reckoning 
to United States politics

By Gregory Katz
The Associated Press

LONDON — Embattled 
Prime Minister Theresa 
M a y  w a s  s c r a m b l i n g 
S u n d a y  t o  w i n  o v e r 
adversaries to her Brexit 
withdrawal plan as key 
Cabinet ministers denied 
media reports that they 
were plotting to oust her.

May spent the after-
noon ensconced in a crisis 
meeting at her country 
residence Chequers with 
fellow Conservatives and 
outspoken Brexit advocates 
like Boris Johnson, Jacob 
Rees-Mogg and others who 
would prefer to leave the 
European Union without 
a divorce deal rather than 
delay Britain’s departure 
from the bloc further.

Her office released a 
statement afterward giving 
no hint about whether she 
had gained any new back-
ing. It said only that they 
discussed “whether there 
is sufficient support” to 
bring her Brexit divorce 
plan back to Parliament for 
a third vote.

The prime minister 
has found her authority 
weakened after a series of 
setbacks in Parliament and 
her inability to win mean-
ingful concessions from 
EU leaders who refuse to 
sweeten the Brexit deal.

The Sunday Times claims 
that 11 Cabinet ministers 

plan to tell May to resign 
so a caretaker leader can be 
put in her place to kick start 
the stalled Brexit process. 
She faces growing pressure 
from within her own party 
either to resign or to set a 
date for stepping down as 
a way to build support for 
her Brexit plan.

The confrontation may 
come to a head at a Cabinet 
session expected Monday.

Under Conservative 
Party rules, May cannot 
face a formal leadership 
challenge from within her 
own party until December 
because she survived one 
three months ago. But she 
may be persuaded that her 
position is untenable if 
top Cabinet ministers and 
other senior party members 
desert her.

Despite headlines about 
a Cabinet coup, there 
was no indication from 
Downing Street on Sunday 
that a resignation was 
near. Two of the people 
mentioned as possible suc-
cessors — Cabinet Office 
Minister David Lidington 
and Treasury chief Philip 
Hammond — expressed 
strong support for May.

Hammond said Sunday 
that senior party members 
plotting to oust May were 
being “self-indulgent.” He 
said a change of leadership 
would not provide a solu-
tion to the U.K.’s political 
deadlock on Brexit.

“We’ve got to address 
the question of what type 
of Brexit is acceptable to 
Parliament, what type of 
way forward Parliament 

can agree on so that we can 
avoid what would be an 
economic catastrophe of a 
no-deal exit and also what 
would be a very big chal-
lenge to confidence in our 
political system if we didn’t 
exit at all,” Hammond said.

Lidington, mentioned as 
a possible caretaker prime 
minister should May be 
ousted, said Sunday that 
talk of a Cabinet revolt 
was far-fetched specula-
tion. He said May is doing 
a “fantastic job” and that 
he has no desire to take her 
place.

Still, May thus far has 
been unable to gener-
ate enough support in 
Parliament for the deal 
her government and the 
EU reached late last year. 
Lawmakers voted down 
the Brexit plan twice, and 
May has raised the possi-
bility of bringing it back a 
third time if enough leg-
islators appear willing to 
switch their votes.

The Cabinet is focused 
on the best way to get 
May’s withdrawal plan 
passed in the House of 
Commons, Lidington said.

The U.K.’s departure 
from the EU was set to take 
place on March 29, but the 
absence of an approved 
d i v o r c e  a g r e e m e n t 
prompted May last week 
to ask the leaders of the 27 
remaining EU nations for a 
postponement.

May faces heavy pressure to 
step down to save Brexit

British Prime Minister Theresa May leaves after addressing 
a media conference Friday at an EU summit in Brussels. 
[FRANK AUGSTEIN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Austin said the new 
equipment allows the 
towns of Cambell and 
Hornby, and surrounding 
areas, to strengthen local 
shared services efforts and 

enhance the maintenance 
and improvement of local 
bridges, culverts and other 
infrastructure as well as 
upgrade local emergency 
response services.

“The towns of Campbell 
and Hornby are extremely 
grateful to Sen. O’Mara 
and staff for helping our 
towns receive new modern 
equipment to continue the 

shared services program 
both of our towns have 
benefited from for over 30 
years and into the future,” 
Austin said. “Thanks 
also to Assemblyman 
Palmesano for his input 
and guidance through the 
process. Thanks so much 
on behalf of the people of 
the towns of Campbell and 
Corning.”

FUNDS
From Page A1

State Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-Big Flats, and Assemblyman Phil Palmesano, R-Corning, joined 
Campbell Highway Superintendent Tom Austin, Town of Hornby Highway Superintendent 
Ron Divens on Friday for the unveiling of new shared equipment secured with the help of 
the two state lawmakers. [SHAWN VARGO/THE LEADER]

at press time, but the goal
was to raise $35,000 at the
Believe in Youth Bowl-A-
Rama, event.

The bowling event geared
to raise funds for local pro-
grams has been held for
about the past 15 years,
Button said. On the day of
the event bowlers turn in
their money and enjoy two
games of bowling, raffle
baskets, door prizes, 50⁄50s
and food.

The Youth Mentoring of
the Southern Tier is a site-
based mentoring program
that meets once a week
at a designated location
in Corning, Elmira, and
other locations. Mentors
are thoroughly screened
including background and
reference checks. During
each hour long program,
mentors and mentees par-
ticipate in fun and enriching
activities facilitated by the
site coordinators.

Button said those inter-
ested in donating money
for the event can do so at
believeinyouthbowl-a-
rama.com.

BOWL
From Page A1

partial government shutdown 
and Trump’s demands for a 
wall along the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

The measure is especially 
sought by lawmakers from 
southern states like Florida, 
Georgia and North Carolina, 
which were hit by hurri-
canes Michael and Florence 
last year. There’s money to 
respond to an earthquake in 
Alaska, California wildfires 
and floods in South Carolina, 
and for the ongoing recovery 
effort in Puerto Rico, which 
was devastated by back-to-
back hurricanes in 2017.

And now there’s wide-
spread flooding in Nebraska, 
Iowa and other Midwestern 
states.

In an official position paper 
in January, the White House 
said the House bill was far too 
generous, objecting to almost 
$6 billion worth of the mea-
sure. But it stopped short of 
an outright veto threat, and 
GOP aides say Trump has 
since told Perdue that he’d 
sign the Senate version of the 
bill, which mirrors the House 
plan in most respects.

For many lawmakers, 
passage is already overdue. 
Puerto Rico has already cut 
nutrition benefits by roughly 
25 percent amid the funding 
crunch and Georgia lawmak-
ers warn that their farmers 
need help in the run-up to 

planting season.
“We are past the time when 

this should have gotten done. 
I have spoken with the presi-
dent many times about this. 
His commitment to our farm-
ers is unwavering,” Perdue 
said last month.

Trump’s commitment to 
aid to storm-ravaged Puerto 
Rico is in question, however.

Last fall, Trump tweeted 
falsely that the government of 
Puerto Rico was using disaster 
aid funding to pay off its debt, 
and earlier this year Trump 
reportedly contemplated 
trying to shift some of Puerto 
Rico’s disaster aid to address 
disaster in the mainland U.S. 
While Trump supports $600 
million to maintain food 
stamp benefits in Puerto 
Rico, Capitol Hill aides say 
the White House is oppos-
ing more generous terms for 
delivery of disaster aid dol-
lars and funding to rebuild 
antiquated water systems and 
make them more resilient to 
future storms.

Allies of Puerto Rico say 
Trump treats the U.S. terri-
tory worse than states that 
have endured far less devas-
tating hurricane disasters.

Mueller’s report Sunday 
afternoon. Mueller wrapped 
up his investigation on 
Friday with no new indict-
ments, bringing to a close 
a probe that has shadowed 
Trump for nearly two years.

But the broader fight is 
not over.

The Justice Department 
s u m m a r y  s e t s  u p  a 
battle between Barr and 
Democrats, who called 
for Mueller’s full report to 
be released and vowed to 
press on with their own 
investigation.

For Trump, Barr’s report 
was a victory on a key ques-
tion that has hung over his 
presidency from the start: 
Did his campaign work with 
Russia to defeat Democrat 
Hillary Clinton?

Still, Mueller’s investiga-
tion left open the question of 
whether Trump obstructed 
justice by firing FBI Director 
James Comey and drafting 
an incomplete explanation 

about his son’s meeting with 
a Russian lawyer during the 
campaign. That left it to the 
attorney general to decide. 
After consulting with other 
department officials, Barr 
said he and his deputy, Rod 
Rosenstein, determined the 
evidence “is not sufficient to 
establish that the president 
committed an obstruction 
of justice offense.”

Barr, nominated to his 
job by Trump last fall, said 
their decision was based on 
the evidence uncovered by 
Mueller and not based on 
whether a sitting president 
can be indicted.

Trump was at his Florida 
estate when lawmakers 
received the report. Barr’s 
chief of staff called Emmet 
Flood, the lead White House 
lawyer on the investigation, 
to brief him on the findings 
shortly before he sent it to 
Congress.

Mueller’s investiga-
tion ensnared nearly three 
dozen people, senior 
Trump campaign opera-
tives among them. The 
probe illuminated Russia’s 
assault on the American 
political system, painted the 

Trump campaign as eager to
exploit the release of hacked
Democratic emails to hurt
Democrat Hillary Clinton 
and exposed lies by Trump
aides aimed at covering 
up their Russia-related
contacts.

Mueller submitted his
report to Barr instead of 
directly to Congress and 
the public because, unlike 
independent counsels such 
as Ken Starr in the case 
of President Bill Clinton, 
his investigation operated 
under the close supervision
of the Justice Department, 
w h i c h  a p p o i n t e d
him.

The House Judiciary 
Committee chairman said 
Congress needs to hear
from Barr about his decision 
and see “all the underlying 
evidence.”

Mueller “clearly and 
explicitly is not exonerat-
ing the president, said Rep.
Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y. in a
series of tweets, but Barr 
is telling “the American
people that while the presi-
dent is not exonerated,
there will be no action by
 DOJ.”

AID
From Page A1

TRUMP
From Page A1

FIVE-DAY FORECAST

Today
AM showers, clear
High | 43
Low | 19

Tuesday

M. sunny

High | 52

Low | 34

Wed.

M. sunny

High | 49

Low | 31

Thursday

PM showers

High | 43

Low | 25

Friday

Clouds, rain

High | 43

Low | 25

Fronts

Pressure
Cold

Showers Rain T-storms Flurries Snow Ice
H

High
L

Low

Warm Stationary

H

H

H

L

L

Forecast for Monday, March 25, 2019
Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.

MOON PHASES
 First Full Last New

 MAR 14 MAR 21 MAR 28 MAR 6

SUNRISE | SUNSET
Sunrise today 7:01 a.m.
Sunset today 7:26 p.m.

Sunrise Tues. 6:59 a.m.
Sunset Tues. 7:27 p.m.

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE

        8597 Main Street • Campbell, NY 14821
        (607) 527-8872 or (800) 450-8872

    www.jimsequipment.com | sales@jimsequipment.com

Spring

OPEN 
HOUSE

April 26th 
& 27th
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