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MLB PROBING ASTROS 
BACK TO ’17, ‘FIRM’ 
DISCIPLINE POSSIBLE
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BIG SISTER, LITTLE 
SISTER SET TO 
TAKE ON STATES

TODAY
46°/23°

AM showers
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Wintery mix
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Mostly cloudy
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Law enforcement groups 
speak in unifi ed voice

By Stephen Borgna 
sborgna@the-leader.com

ELMIRA - A group of regional 
law enforcement officials gath-
ered at the John C. Hazlett 
building in downtown Elmira 

Thursday morning calling for 
state lawmakers to recon-
sider the sweeping package of 
criminal justice reforms passed 
through the 2019-2020 state 
budget bill earlier this year.

The group, which included 
sheriffs, police, district attor-
neys, lawmakers and others, 
identified two provisions 

of Albany’s criminal jus-
tice reforms that worry the 
law enforcement community 
heading into the new year: the 
elimination of cash bail and the 
15-day expedited delivery of 
discovery materials from the 
offices of district attorneys to 
a defendant’s counsel.

“We’re calling upon the 

governor and the legislature 
to immediately convene and 
suspend the effective date of 
these new laws for at least three 
months to give the criminal jus-
tice community and the public 
an opportunity to have effec-
tive input on needed changes 
on these misguided reforms,” 
said Schuyler County Sheriff 

William Yessman.
“This [conference] is to send

a collaborative message to the
governor and the legislature,
asking them to reconsider
implementing these laws,
maybe give them a little more
time and seek input from law

Offi  cials speak against new reforms

By James Post 
jpost@the-leader.com

P A I N T E D  P O S T  | 
Corning-Painted Post 
School District officials 
reported positive results 
from 2018-19 student test-
ing at Wednesday’s school 
board meeting, approved 
bids to begin construction 
on a revamped pool facility 
at the high school — and 
heard a rare visitor com-
ment from a very patient 
Lindley man.

Assistant 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r 
Secondary Education 
Michelle Caulfield said 
while the district’s raw 
scores were strong, it’s the 
process that’s developed 
around testing that’s she’s 
most excited about.

“ W e ’ r e  s t a r t i n g  t o 
have conversations with 
teachers about what their 
courses lead to,” Caulfield 
said. “We’re talking about, 
‘What should kids get from 
you and where should they 
go next?’”

That question of direc-
tion is actually being 
reflected in scores.

When the state changed 
graduation standards 
regarding Regents science 
exams, students began 

C-PP 
hears 
positive 
test 
scores

Corning-Painted Post 
Assistant Superintendent 
for Secondary Education 
Michelle Caulfi eld 
addresses the school board 
Wednesday about student 
achievement on 2018-19 
standardized testing. [JAMES 

POST/THE LEADER]

David Robinson
New York State Team

SYRACUSE - Police have 
a r r e s t e d  a n  1 8 - y e a r - o l d 
Syracuse University student in 

connection to a series of new 
graffiti markings discovered on 
the campus Wednesday.

Police said the arrest is tied 
to graffiti that seems to be 
supporting the anti-racism 

protests on the campus.
Kym McGowan, of Syracuse, 

was arrested on charges of 
fourth-degree criminal mischief 
and marking graffiti, both mis-
demeanors, police said. She was 

released on an appearance ticket.
The arrest comes after at

least a dozen incidents of graf-
fiti, racist heckling and other

SU Police make graffi  ti arrest

By Jeff Smith 
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING - About 150 kids, 
parents and community mem-
bers, filled the Corning Youth 
Center Thursday to enjoy 
turkey, stuffing, mashed pota-
toes, and other favorites at 
the 19th annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner.

“It’s always a great event,” 
said former Corning City Mayor 
Rich Negri, one of the many 
volunteers who helped serve 
food to the large crowd at the 
Laura Richardson Houghton 
Corning Youth Center.

B i a n c a  C r a n d l e ,  y o u t h 
service director for Family 

Youth Center celebration

Local politicians Hilda Lando, Mark ReSue, Phil Palmesano and Bill Boland served Thanksgiving Dinner to  kids, parents and community members 
Thursday at the Corning Youth Center. [PHOTOS BY JEFF SMITH/THE LEADER]

Annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner celebrates 19 years

Corning 
Youth Center 
Program Aid 
Zach Warrick 
provides 
milk to the 
large crowd 
Thursday 
at the 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner.
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By Alex Roarty, David 
Catanese and Emily Cadei
Tribune News Service

The Democratic presi-
dential debate Wednesday 
was supposed to be a sharp-
elbowed argument about the 
future of the party and how 
best to defeat Donald Trump.

Surprisingly, the candidates 
had other ideas.

In a stark reversal from the 
tense moments of previous 
debates, the 10 Democratic 
White House hopefuls gath-
ered in Atlanta featured few 
personal attacks or memo-
rable clashes — especially 
among the primary’s lead-
ing contenders. Even when 
encouraged by the debate 
moderators, candidates often 
passed the opportunity to 
bash their rivals while instead 
preaching about the country’s 
need to unify.

Kamala Harris, for exam-
ple, declined to lay into Pete 
Buttigieg over his lack of sup-
port among African American 
voters. Joe Biden and Bernie 
Sanders readily acknowledged 
agreement with each over 
a question about criminally 
prosecuting Trump after he 
leaves office.

Even the ongoing argument 
about the political feasibil-
ity of “Medicare for All,” 
which has elicited fireworks 
in previous debates, failed to 
generate much controversy 
this time around. One notable 
exception came when Cory 
Booker joked that Biden was 
“high” when he declined to 
support legalization of mari-
juana, though the former vice 
president didn’t return fire.

T h e  m o r e  s a n g u i n e 

environment was unexpected, 
especially with the Iowa cau-
cuses less than three months 
away in a wide-open race, 
where no candidate has been 
able to distinguish his or her-
self as the clear front-runner. 
Takeaways on the night:

Who is out front?

Does the Democratic pri-
mary have a front-runner 
anymore? It wasn’t clear 
during the fifth debate.

I n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f o u r 
debates, the race’s perceived 
top candidate — at first Biden, 
and later Elizabeth Warren — 
received the most attention 
from moderators and their 
rivals on stage. They were 
asked the most questions, 
received the most criticism, 
and were a top story when the 
night ended.

Except on Wednesday, 
no candidate seemed to fit 
that bill. Buttigieg was asked 
about his experience and lack 
of support within the African 
American community, but his 
rivals largely avoided using 
either argument against him. 
Warren didn’t receive nearly 
as much criticism about her 
health care plan as she did 
during the last debate. Biden 
rarely engaged with other 
candidates.

Frequently, candidates such 
as Amy Klobuchar, Harris, 
Tulsi Gabbard and even Tom 
Steyer appeared to tem-
porarily grab the spotlight, 
underscoring just how open 
the night’s proceedings were.

Recent polling would seem 
to support the conclusion 
that the Democratic primary 
lacks a clear-cut favorite: 
Biden leads in national polls. 

Takeaways from 
Dem debate

Democratic presidential candidate and South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg, left, speaks as Democratic presidential candidate Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., listens during a Democratic presidential 
primary debate, Wednesday, in Atlanta. [JOHN BAZEMORE/THE 

ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Earl Titus of Lindley addressed the C-PP School Board at Wednesday’s 
meeting — one of only a handful of visitor comments the board has 
received this year. Though he had criticisms of the district’s new 
facilities project, he was greeted by applause for taking the time to 
participate. [JAMES POST/THE LEADER]

issues have been reported to 
campus police since Nov. 7 at 
the private, 22,000-student 
university.

Security was tightened across 
the campus Tuesday after a 

white supremacist manifesto 
was posted on a campus forum, 
prompting fears among some 
students that a mass shoot-
ing could erupt. Syracuse 
Chancellor Ken Syverud later 
described the incident as a hoax.

Syverud on Thursday also 
agreed to the demands of stu-
dents protesting the university’s 
handling of a two-week run of 
almost daily racist, anti-Semitic 

incidents on the campus 250 
miles north of New York City.

The besieged leader relented 
hours after a campus forum 
Wednesday night devolved 
into an angry walkout when 
Syverud balked at signing off 
on the 19 demands. More than 
100 students then marched to 
Syverud’s residence, chant-
ing “sign or resign” and other 
slogans.

ARREST
From Page A1

Service Society, called the 
Thanksgiving Dinner event 
a wonderful community cel-
ebration, were the Youth 
Center expressed its gratitude 

to the community.
“We thank each other and 

give back to the children and 
their families,” Crandle said. 
“This is how we thank the 
kids for coming (to the Youth 
Center).”

The Thanksgiving Day 
dinner offered mashed pota-
toes and gravy, cranberry 
sauce, stuffing, green beans 

and of course, turkey. For 
dessert, various pies and cakes 
were served, and all the kids 
in the crowd really seemed to 
enjoy the dessert.

H a r m o n y  A y e r s -
F r i e d l a n d e r ,  e x e c u t i v e 
director of Family Service 
Society Inc., said the annual 
event continues to grow each 
year.

DINNER
From Page A1

enforcement,” said Chemung 
C o u n t y  S h e r i f f  W i l l i a m 
Schrom.

The reforms were cham-
pioned by criminal justice 
reform advocates and progres-
sives in state government to 
address discrepancies between 
rich and poor defendants. While 
wealthy people and those with 
assets who are charged with a 
crime can afford to pay cash 
bail and be released until their 
court date, poor defendants 
who can’t afford bail often have 
to remain in jail while their case 
sits in legal purgatory.

T h e  r e f o r m s  w e r e  a l s o 
designed to address overcrowd-
ing in New York jails.

But these reforms have 
proved unpopular with state 
law enforcement; Thursday’s 
conference coincided with 
hundreds of other law enforce-
ment officials holding similar 
conferences across the state. 
The reforms, officials say, will 
make communities less safe and 

burden law enforcement with 
excessive administration, with 
lack of state funding to imple-
ment them.

The bail provisions eliminate 
cash bail and requires manda-
tory release for more than 400 
misdemeanors and non-violent 
crimes, officials said. Beginning 
Jan. 1, 2020, those charged with 
these crimes will be released 
after processing and asked to 
appear in court at a later date.

Under the new  laws, state 
judges won't be able to con-
sider a defendant's risk to public 
safety and will have little leeway 
when assessing their flight risk, 
officials said.

“The reason that we’re all 
speaking out today, with a 
united voice, is what we fear 
will happen to the public safety 
of the citizens of the State of 
New York, across the board,” 
said Steuben County Sheriff 
Jim Allard.

T h u r s d a y ’ s  c o n f e r e n c e 
also featured several district 
attorneys concerned with the 
15-day expedited delivery of 
discovery law materials such 
as police reports, radio trans-
missions, dash-cam videos, 
and other data relevant to the 

prosecution.
Currently, a defendant's 

party can acquire this infor-
mation when requested and 
when motions are filed in court, 

officials said. With the new 
laws, discovery information 
must automatically be released 
within 15 days of a defendant's 
arraignment.

The task to deliver that infor-
mation to the defendant’s party 
within 15 days is immense, offi-
cials said. Chemung County 
District Attorney Weeden 
Wetmore said that under cur-
rent conditions, it normally 
takes his office approximately 
30-45 days to deliver that 
information.

“The resources we have now 
are going to be stretched to the 
limit,” said Wetmore.

The discovery materials pro-
vision also requires the release 
of victim and witness names 
and information pertinent to 
them, which officials said could 
open the door to witness intim-
idation and tampering.

Allard said the Steuben 
County Jail has already begun 
releasing inmates in prepara-
tion of the new laws in January. 
Allard said as of Thursday, the 
population of the jail is approxi-
mately 125 inmates, down from 
205.

Allard said he anticipates the 
jail will release more inmates in 
the coming weeks.

"I'll be suprised if we don't 
go below 100 before Jan. 1," he 
said.

REFORMS
From Page A1

skipping the Earth Science 
course and moving directly to 
chemistry. Earth Science exam 
scores fell, while chemistry 
results saw a boost.

Caulfield said the need for 
teachers and counselors to 
provide career direction for 
students has only increased.

“One of the gifts and curses 
of us having so many electives 
[is that] kids don’t know what 
[classes] to take,” she said.

She noted that the results are 
only a “snapshot,” including 
results from Regents testing in 
June but not tests held in August 
or January. The same is true for 
the SAT and other test results 
reported at the meeting.

One definite bright spot for 
the district on Regents exams 
was a significant jump in ELA 
results after a worrying fall in 
the 2017-18 school year.

“The results last year really 
hit the [English] teachers where 
it hurts,” said Kristi Radford, 
one of the district’s coordina-
tors for the IB program. “We’ve 
made a lot of adjustments to 
really get our pride back.”

“We feel more confident 
about where we are now,” 
Caulfield added. “We’re still 
not where we want to be.”

O t h e r  w o r k  c o n t i n u e s , 
including better aligning how 
English and history teach-
ers approach teaching writing 
strategies to students.

The district also continued to 
show consistently high results 
on IB examinations in areas 
ranging from English and biol-
ogy to physics and music.

Radford noted that while the 
number of graduates receiving 
IB diplomas remains relatively 
small, most high school stu-
dents take at least one IB 
course, and overall participa-
tion is high.

That’s mirrored by increased 
participation in BOCES career 
and technical education pro-
grams, Caulfield said, with 
approximately 200 students 
attending programs full-time 
at the Coopers Plains, Bush or 
CCC campuses.

She noted that the increased
focus on trades as an equal
alternative to college has added
another wrinkle to educational
planning.

Students going into the
welding program at Corning
Community College are having
difficulty passing a math exam
as part of the entry process,
Caulfield said.

She said the test reflects 8th-
grade level math — something
students may need a refresher
on five years later.

HS pool

Also on Wednesday, the
board approved bids from
Elmira Structures, Schuler-
H a s s  E l e c t r i c  a n d  o t h e r
contractors to begin work on
renovations at the high school’s
50-year-old pool facility.

That construction, set to
begin Dec. 8, is the first part
of a new round of facility
upgrades approved by voters
in September.

Public comment

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a l s o
responded with applause to a
rare moment of public partici-
pation, as Earl Titus, of Lindley.
waited through more than an
hour of test scores, financial
calculations and reviews of
policy language to offer his
opinion on the district’s facili-
ties plans.

Titus said in his opinion,
the district bus garage facil-
ity would be better served by
demolition and replacement
than the renovations that are
planned to begin next year.

The site has seen little atten-
tion in decades, and photos
shown during discussions of
the facilities project were bleak,
particularly in the staff areas
such as the break room and
restrooms.

Superintendent Mike Ginalski
said he didn’t disagree with
Titus’s point — but said the
issue, as always, was money.

“I’d like to make the site
bigger  — there’s a lot of things
we’d like to do,” Ginalski told
Titus. “I have confidence in
the work Hunt [Engineers]
has planned [for the garage
facility].”

SCORES
From Page A1

Steuben County Sheriff Jim Allard speaks at a press conference 
Thursday morning in Elmira calling for state lawmakers to reconsider a 
sweeping package of criminal justice reforms passed earlier this year. 
[STEPHEN BORGNA/THE LEADER]
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