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HIGH SCHOOL 
SWIMMING
Hawks host Blue Raiders 
on senior night

S P O R T S  |  B 1

NFL
Jets make it offi  cial, 
hire Adam Gase

TODAY
Partly sunny

27° / 9°

SUNDAY
Chance of snow

26° / 6°

MONDAY
Moslty sunny

32° / 15°
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The Leader staff

BATH — A Rochester woman 
has pleaded guilty to her role in 
the 2017 death of a Greenwood 
man from an overdose of heroin 
laced with fentanyl.

Nancy Alvarez, 59, pleaded 
guilty to criminally negligent 
homicide in the death of Dana 
Crittenden. The E felony con-
viction carries a sentence of up 
to 4 years in state prison.

Steuben County District 
Attorney Brooks Baker said the 
case took a lot of work to put 
together.

“These cases are exception-
ally difficult because our best 
and often only witness, the 
victim, is deceased,” Baker said. 
“Here (New York State Police 
Inv. Brian) Mayhew and the 
state police had to start from 
square one to develop this case 
and put together the evidence 
that linked Alvarez to the drug 
sale, and ultimately led to a 
conviction. Mayhew and the 
members of the (NYSP) went 
above and beyond to bring this 
dealer of deadly drugs to justice 
and remove her as a threat to 
our community.”

Crittenden was found dead by 
family members Aug. 21, 2017 
by family members.

N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  s c e n e , 
with Mayhew leading the 
investigation.

After an autopsy confirmed 
the death was the result of fen-
tanyl-laced heroin, Mayhew 
went through weeks of inves-
tigation to track down Alvarez 
as the source of the drugs, the 
District Attorney’s Office said.

Alvarez admitted Jan. 10 

Dealer 
guilty in 
overdose 
death

By Jeff Smith 
jsmith@the-leader.com

C ORNING - Believe in 
Youth Bowl-A-Rama, 
formerly Bowl for 
Kids’ Sake, will be held 

March 24 at Crystal Lanes.
It’s the biggest annual fund-

raiser for Youth Mentoring of 
the Southern Tier, formerly 
Big Brothers Big Sisters.

A n g e l a  B u t t o n ,  p r o -
gram coordinator of Youth 
Mentoring, said teams of five 
bowlers commit to soliciting 

funds from friends and family 
members on behalf of the 
youth organization.

“I’ve taken part in this event 
for the past five years,” said 
Chrystal Dow, of Corning. 
“It’s a lot of fun. It’s really a 
great time, with great people 
for the wonderful cause, 
children.”

Button said there are two 
times teams can bowl at the 
event, noon-2 p.m. and 2:30-
4:30 p.m., at Crystal Lanes, 

Bowling fundraiser returns in March

Many people have had a lot of fun at the annual Believe in Youth Bowl-A-Rama, formerly Bowl for Kids’ Sake, raising funds for the Youth 
Mentoring of the Southern Tier organization. [PROVIDED/THE LEADER]

During the Believe in Youth Bowl-A-Rama, bowlers can enjoy two 
games of bowling, raffl e baskets, door prizes, 50/50 drawings and 
food. [PROVIDED/THE LEADER]

Youth Bowl-A-Rama, formerly Bowl 
for Kids’ Sake, slated at Crystal Laes

The Leader staff

ELMIRA - Catholic Charities’ 
Samaritan Center renova-
tions will start in mid-to-late 
January and will impact hours 
and staff availability.

The Samaritan Center Food 

Pantry, 380 S. Main St, Elmira, 
will remain open during the 
renovations, according to 
Katie E. Rhodes, Development 
and Marketing Coordinator at 
Catholic Charities.

T h e  h o u r s  w i l l  r e m a i n 
M o n d a y ,  W e d n e s d a y , 

Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. and Tuesday 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., closed for lunch 
from noon-1 p.m., Rhodes 
said. People in need of food 
should use the Mount Zoar 
Street entrance to access the 
Pantry. The Samaritan Center 

building will be closed January 
17 to 28 for all other services.

People in need of rental 
assistance, prescription drug 
assistance or emergency shel-
ter, can visit Catholic Charities’ 
main office, at 215 East Church 
St., during regular business 

hours, Monday-Friday, 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m., during the
time the Samaritan Center is 
closed for renovations or call 
734-9784 to make an appoint-
ment.  During renovations,

Work underway at Catholic Charities’ Samaritan Center

See GUILTY,  A3 See BOWLING,  A3

See CENTER,  A3

As workers miss 
paychecks, shutdown 
set to hit record length

By Jonathan Lemire, Lisa 
Mascaro and Jill Colvin
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal 
workers got pay statements 

offering nothing but zeroes 
Friday, the most tangible and 
painful sign yet of a three-week 
partial government shutdown 
that has paralyzed Washington 
and is sure to become the lon-
gest closure in U.S. history. 
President Donald Trump and 
nervous Republicans scrambled 
to find a way out of the mess.

The House and Senate voted 
to give federal workers backpay 
whenever the federal govern-
ment reopens and then left town 
for the weekend, leaving the 
shutdown on track to become 
one for the record books once 
the clock struck midnight and 
entered its 22nd day. And while 
Trump privately considered 

one dramatic escape route — 
declaring a national emergency 
to build the wall without a new 
stream of cash from Congress — 
members of his own party were 
fiercely debating that idea, and 
the president urged Congress to 
come up with another solution.

“What we’re not looking 
to do right now is national 

emergency,” Trump said. He
insisted that he had the author-
ity to do that, adding: “I’m not 
going to do it so fast because
this is something Congress can
do.”

About 800,000 workers 
missed paychecks Friday, many
 

Trump, GOP looking for way out

See SHUTDOWN, A2
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Believe in Youth Bowl-A-Rama, formerly Bowl for Kids’ Sake, 
is the largest fundraiser for Youth Mentoring of the Southern 
Tier, a site-based mentoring program that meets once a 
week at a designated location. [PROVIDED/THE LEADER]

no donations will  be 
accepted, Rhodes said. 
Please visit the Catholic 
Charities’ website or 
Facebook page for updates 
on when donations will be 
accepted again.

One exception is that 
donations of food may still 
be brought to the Mount 
Zoar Street entrance during 
Pantry Hours, Rhodes said.

Rhodes said the renova-
tions and improvements, 

due to grant funding, will 
create a welcoming and 
updated environment 
for Catholic Charities’ 
employees and the public. 
Improvements include 
new flooring, new paint, 
an updated waiting area 
and changing station for 
the bathroom.  Catholic 
Charities of Chemung and 
Schuyler’s mission is about 
helping the most vulnerable 
members of our commu-
nity and directly impacting 
their safety and well-being. 
Catholic Charities works to 
create change in the lives of 
individuals, families and 
the community. 

CENTER
From Page A1

11749 E. Corning Road.
“We ask that bowl-

ers try to bring in at least 
$60 — or $300 per team,” 
Button said. “All of the 
money raised stays local 
to support our programs 
in Steuben and Chemung 
counties. This is our larg-
est fundraiser and we count 
on the success of this event 
to operate our programs 
throughout the year.”

Button said last year’s 
bowling event raised about 
$32,000 and the goal for 
this year’s Believe in Youth 
Bowl-A-Rama is $35,000.

“We always want to do a 
little better that we did the 
year before,” Button said. 
“That’s our goal. Many 
local businesses sponsor 
the event or sponsor a team 
of employees to bowl as a 
team-building event.”

Teams can register at 
http://believeinyouth-
bowl-a-rama.com. 

Registration is open now 
through February 24.

Button said funds can 
be raised through the 
event website by creat-
ing an online donation 
page and sending the link 
via social media, or funds 
can be collected in person 
and brought directly  to 
the event.   The event, 
though  under another 
name,  has been held for 
about the past 15 years, 
Button said. On the day of 
the event, bowlers turn in 
their money and enjoy two 
games of bowling, raffle 
baskets, door prizes, 50/50 
drawings and food.

Youth Mentoring of the 
Southern Tier is a site-
based mentoring program 
that meets once a week 
at a designated location 
in Corning, Elmira and 
other locations. Mentors 
are thoroughly screened 
including background and 
reference checks. During 
each hour-long program, 
mentors and mentees par-
ticipate in fun and enriching 
activities facilitated by the 
site coordinators.

BOWLING
From Page A1

before Steuben County Judge 
Patrick McAllister that she sold 

laced heroin to Crittenden. She 
is currently being held at the 
Steuben County Jail.

She is scheduled to be sen-
tenced Feb. 7 in Steuben 
County Court.

Baker said Crittenden’s 

d e a t h  i s  o n l y  o n e  o f  a n 
increasing number of trag-
edies in the county linked to 
the opioid epidemic, and his 
office is committed to hold-
ing those who deal those drugs 
accountable.

GUILTY
From Page A1

Corning City

DWI
CORNING - Anna Clark, 30, of 218 
Decatur St., Corning, was charged 
Thursday with driving while intoxi-
cated with a blood alcohol content 
of .08 percent or higher.
POT POSSESSION
CORNING - Brooke Hayden, 24, of 
6632 State Route 415, Bath, was 
charged Thursday with unlawful 
possession of marijuana.
MULTIPLE CHARGES
CORNING - Nancy Lin, 41, of 
17 Upland Drive, Corning, was 
charged Thursday with seventh-
degree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, criminal 
possession of a hypodermic instru-
ment and unlawful possession of 
marijuana.

•••
CORNING - Brandon Wheeler, 
34, of Tioga, Pa., was charged 
Thursday with second-degree 
obstructing governmental admin-
istration and uninspected motor 
vehicle.

•••
CORNING - Zackary Kohberger, 
20, of 435 S. Main St., Painted 
Post, was charged Thursday with 
unlawful possession of marijuana 
and third-degree aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle.

COMPLAINTS | 1.10.19
1:18 a.m. A man reports a female 
sleeping in the foyer to Lamphear 
Court. Patrolman responded.
1:36 a.m. Vehicle stopped on 
Sunset Drive near Lexington 
Street. Patrolman issued a 
warning.
2:26 a.m. Vehicle stopped on 
Chemung Street near Tioga 
Avenue. Driving while intoxicated 
and Miranda issued, en route to 
the Corning Police Department.
8:11 a.m. Vehicle stopped west-
bound on State Route 352. 
Patrolman issued a summons for 
unlicensed operation.
8:50 a.m. Vehicle stopped at 
Buffalo Street. Patrolman issued a 
summons.
8:55 a.m. Vehicle stopped in 
Riverside. Patrolman issued a 
warning.
10:05 a.m. Vehicle stopped in a city 

parking lot. Patrolman issued a 
summons.
10:15 a.m. A Third Street woman 
reports her daughter won’t return 
her vehicle. Patrolman responded.
10:21 a.m. Patrolman reports a 
motor vehicle accident in the visi-
tors' parking lot.
10:47 a.m. Patrolman reports a 
vehicle parked in the assessor's 
spot in the City Hall parking lot. 
Patrolman issued a prohibited 
parking ticket to the vehicle.
11:56 a.m. Vehicle stopped on 
Bridge Street. Patrolman issued a 
summons and warning.
12:46 p.m. A woman reports an 
unknown male called from an 
unknown number and threatened 
her.
1:24 p.m. Vehicle stopped on 
Denison Parkway. Patrolman has 
person in custody for criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance.
3:08 p.m. Vehicle stopped on State 
Route 414. Patrolman has a man 
in custody and vehicle was towed 
from the scene.
5:26 p.m. Vehicle stopped on 
Steuben Street. Patrolman issued 
an appearance ticket and vehicle 
was towed from the scene.
5:43 p.m. 911 dispatched patrol-
men to a harassment complaint at 
Upland Drive.
6:44 p.m. 911 dispatched patrol-
men to a trespass complaint on 
Bridge Street.
8:40 p.m. Patrolman stopped a 
bicycle on Bridge Street and issued 
a warning for no headlamp.
9:05 p.m. Patrolman stopped a 
vehicle in the 7-Eleven parking lot 
and issued a warning.
9:17 p.m. Patrolman stopped a 
bicycle in the Union Hall parking 
lot and issued a warning for riding 
in the business district.
9:35 p.m. Vehicle stopped on 
Pearl Street. Patrolman issued a 
warning.
10:51 p.m. 911 reports a female 
with dementia standing outside 
of Dayspring in a nightgown. 
Patrolman responded.

Chemung Sheriff

ARREST ON WARRANT
ELMIRA - Cody M. Hefner, 27, of 
Elmira, was arrested Thursday 
on an outstanding Superior Court 

Warrant for violation of probation.
•••

ELMIRA - Michael R. Evanchof, 
33, of Binghamton, was arrested 
Thursday on an outstanding 
Superior Court Warrant.
MULTIPLE CHARGES
ELMIRA - Aaron B. Stimson, 41, of 
Elmira, was charged Thursday with 
fourth-degree criminal mischief 
and offi cial misconduct following 
an investigation.
POT POSSESSION
VAN ETTEN - William F. Tarr, 61, 
of Horseheads, was charged 
Thursday with unlawful posses-
sion of marijuana after a traffi c 
stop.
DWI
SOUTHPORT - Kari L. Olmstead, 51, 
of Elmira, was charged Friday with 
driving while intoxicated after a 
traffi c stop.

Elmira City

ARREST ON WARRANT
ELMIRA - Douglas J. Snyder, 40, 
of Rockstream, was arrested 
Thursday on a Chemung County 
Superior Court Bench Warrant.

•••
ELMIRA - Dillan J. Savon, 26, of 
Elmira, was arrested Thursday 
on an outstanding Elmira City 
Court Bench Warrant for failure to 
appear.

•••
ELMIRA - A 17-year-old Elmira 
male was arrested Thursday on 
an outstanding Elmira City Court 
Warrant.
AUO
ELMIRA - Anthony B. Jones, 48, 
of Elmira, was charged Thursday 
with third-degree aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle following a traffi c stop on 
Norton Street.

•••
ELMIRA - Loralee M. Santana, 43, 
of Elmira Heights, was charged 
Thursday with third-degree aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle following a traffi c 
stop on High Street.
UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A VEHICLE
ELMIRA - Richard L. Fernandez, 34, 
of Elmira, was charged Thursday 
with third-degree unauthorized 
use of a vehicle after an incident 
on Maple Avenue.

P O L I C E  B L O T T E R

By Robert Burns
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. military said Friday it has 
started pulling equipment, but 
not troops, out of Syria as a 
first step in meeting President 
Donald Trump’s demand for 
a complete military with-
drawal. The announcement 
fueled concern about how 
quickly the U.S. will aban-
don its Kurdish allies, amid 
contradictory statements 
recently by administration 
officials on an exit timetable.

The withdrawal began with 
shipments of military equip-
ment, U.S. defense officials 
said. But in coming weeks, 
the contingent of about 2,000 
troops is expected to depart 
even as the White House 
vows to keep pressure on the 
Islamic State group. Once 
the troops are gone, the U.S. 
will have ended three years 
of organizing, arming, advis-
ing and providing air cover 
for Syrian, Kurdish and Arab 
fighters in an open-ended 
campaign devised by the 
Obama administration to deal 
the IS group a lasting defeat.

Uncertainty over the timing 
and terms of the Syria pullout 
have raised questions about 
the Trump administration’s 
broader strategy for fighting 
Islamic extremism, includ-
ing Trump’s stated intention 
to reduce U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan this summer.

U.S. airstrikes against IS 
in Syria began in September 
2014, and ground troops 
moved in the following year 
in small numbers.

The U.S. military has a lim-
ited network of bases inside 
Syria. Troops work mostly 
out of small camps in remote 
parts of the country’s north-
east. Also, U.S. troops are 
among 200 to 300 coalition 
troops at a garrison in south-
ern Syria known as al-Tanf, 
where they train and accom-
pany local Syrian opposition 
forces on patrols to counter 
the IS group. Al-Tanf is on 
a vital road linking Iranian-
backed forces from Tehran all 
the way to southern Lebanon 
— and Israel’s doorstep.

Trump’s decision to leave 

Syria, which he initially said 
would be rapid but later 
slowed down, shocked U.S. 
allies and angered the Kurds 
in Syria, who are vulner-
able to attack by Turkey. It 
also prompted the resigna-
tion of Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis and drew criticism in 
Congress. Sen. Jack Reed, a 
Rhode Island Democrat, called 
the decision a “betrayal of our 
Kurdish partners.”

The U.S. military command 
in Baghdad, which is manag-
ing the counter-IS campaign 
in Iraq and Syria, said Friday 
that it “has begun the process 
of our deliberate withdrawal 
from Syria,” adding that, for 
security reasons, it would not 
reveal timetables, locations or 
troop movements. Other U.S. 
officials later made clear that 
the pullout did not yet include 
troops.

The withdrawal plan, 
whose details are classified, 
includes bringing hundreds 
of additional troops into Syria 
temporarily to facilitate the 
pullout. These include troops 
to provide extra security for 
those who are preparing to 
leave. The full withdrawal 
is expected to take several 
months.

T h e  U S S  K e a r s a r g e 
amphibious assault ship is 
now in the region and could 
provide troops and equipment 
to support the withdrawal.

U.S. troops are still working 
with a partner known as the 
Syrian Democratic Forces to 
stamp out the last IS holdouts 
in the Middle Euphrates River 
Valley near the Iraqi border. 
Trump has asserted that the IS 
group in Syria is defeated, but 
others have said a continued 
U.S. military presence is nec-
essary to prevent a resurgence 
of the group. Two weeks 
before Trump announced he 
was ordering a pullout, Gen. 
Joseph Dunford, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said 
the U.S. still had a long way 
to go in training local Syrian 
forces to stabilize areas ridden 
of the IS group. He said it 
would take 35,000 to 40,000 
local forces in northeastern 
Syria to maintain security, 
but only about 20 percent had 
been trained.

US starts withdrawing 
supplies from Syria
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High | 27 Low | 9
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Cloudy, 
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High | 26
Low | 6
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Low | 15

Tuesday
Mostly cloudy

High | 38
Low | 24
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Cloudy, 
chance of 
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High | 38
Low | 16
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MOON PHASES
 First Full Last New

 JAN. 14 JAN. 21 JAN. 27 FEB. 4

SUNRISE | SUNSET
Sunrise today 7:35 a.m.
Sunset today 4:57 p.m.

Sunrise Sunday 7:35 a.m.
Sunset Sunday 4:59 p.m.
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