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By Jeff Smith
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING - Mentors have 
long provided youth with a tre-
mendous amount of guidance 
and that one-on-one attention 
kids so often crave.

A n g e l a  B u t t o n ,  Y o u t h 
Mentoring of the Southern 
Tier Program Coordinator, said 
Family Service Society, Inc. is 
now affiliated with the New 
York State Mentoring Program, 
a school- and site-based men-
toring model.

For that past 21 years the 
mentoring services were pro-
viding through Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of the Central Southern 
Tier.

“Under New York State 
Mentoring Programs, there is 
not national affiliation dues,” 
Button said. “So all dollars 
raised locally are used to sup-
port our local programs.”

The school- and site-based 
mentoring model is recom-
mended by the New York State 
Commissioner of Education 
for use in state schools and 
communities.

Harmony Ayers-Friedlander, 
executive director of Family 
Service Society Inc., said while 

Mentoring program makes change

Mentors and mentees have met together in Corning through the Youth Mentoring of the Southern Tier 
for the past 21 years. [PROVIDED/THE LEADER]

By James Post
jpost@the-leader.com

U . S .  R e p .  T o m  R e e d , 
R-Corning, remains hopeful a 
solution to an ongoing govern-
ment shutdown can be found by 
the end of this week.

I n  a  c o n f e r e n c e  c a l l 
Wednesday with reporters, 

R e e d  s a i d  h e 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t 
t h e r e ’ s  s t i l l 
some “politi-
cal posturing” 
to come with 
the Democrats 
taking control of 

the House of Representatives, 
but that there should soon be 

a deal to resume paychecks to 
federal employees and reopen 
monuments and parks that have 
been closed since Dec. 22.

He pointed to a compro-
mise proposed by the Problem 
Solvers Caucus, which he co-
chairs, which would trade a 
resumption of the DACA pro-
gram for children brought 

into the U.S. illegally by their 
parents for “border security” 
funding, including for the wall 
proposed by President Donald 
Trump.

H e  s a i d  w h i l e  s u c h  a n 
exchange has been floated in 
the past, he thinks it’s likely to 
be successful now because of 
the “leverage that comes with 

a shutdown.”
Party leaders attended a 

meeting at the White House
Wednesday afternoon about
the shutdown.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell told reporters upon 
leaving that he didn’t believe 

Reed stays positive during shutdown

Will be known as Youth 
Mentoring of the 
Southern Tier

President, congressional 
leaders fail to reach 
breakthrough at 
Wednesday meeting

By Lisa Mascaro 
and Catherine Lucey
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — No one 
budged at President Donald
Trump’s White House meet-
ing with congressional leaders
Wednesday, so the partial gov-
ernment shutdown persisted
through a 12th day over his
demand for billions of dollars 
to build a wall along the U.S.
border with Mexico. They’ll try
again Friday.

In one big change, the new 
Congress convenes Thursday
with Democrats taking major-
ity control of the House, and
Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi 
said outside the White House
that there would be rapid pas-
sage of legislation to re-open
the government — without
funds for the border wall. But
the White House has rejected 
that package, and Trump said
ahead of the session with the 
congressional leaders that the
partial shutdown will last “as
long as it takes” to get the fund-
ing he wants.

Trump: 
Shutdown 
could last 
‘long time’

Reed

See REED,  A8

By Kevin Freking
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mitt 
R o m n e y ,  t h e  2 0 1 2  G O P 
presidential nominee and 
incoming Utah senator, has 
quickly set himself apart from 
other Republicans in the new 
Congress with a blistering 
attack on President Donald 
Trump’s leadership and 
character. Romney’s strong 
denunciation could mark the 
start of a new rivalry within 
the party.

Romney put to rest expec-
tations that he would take 

his time getting his footing 
in Washington. Instead, in a 
Washington Post column pub-
lished two days before Romney 
was sworn into office, he said 
Trump’s “conduct over the 
past two years, particularly his 
actions last month, is evidence 
that the president has not risen 
to the mantle of the office.”

T r u m p ,  i n  a  T w i t t e r 
response, said he hoped 
Romney wouldn’t follow in 
the footsteps of Sen. Jeff Flake, 
R-Ariz., who often criticized 
Trump and paid the price, 
opting to retire rather than 
risk defeat in a GOP primary 

in 2018.
“Would much prefer that 

Mitt focus on Border Security 
and so many other things 
where he can be helpful,” 
Trump tweeted. “I won big, 
and he didn’t. He should be 
happy for all Republicans. Be 
a TEAM player & WIN!”

R o m n e y ’ s  r e m a r k s 
prompted swift backlash from 
allies of the president in the 
Republican Party — includ-
ing his own niece, Ronna 
McDaniel, the chairwoman 
of the Republican National 
Committee.

M c D a n i e l  r e t w e e t e d 

Trump’s remarks about 
Romney and added that 
the president is constantly 
“attacked and obstructed” by 
the media and Democrats.

“For an incoming Republican 
freshman senator to attack” 
Trump @realdonaldtrump as 
their first act feeds into what 
the Democrats and media 
want and is disappointing 
and unproductive,” McDaniel 
tweeted.

GOP Sen. Rand Paul of 
Kentucky said the 2020 
election hopes of many 
Republicans in the Senate and 
House will be tied to Trump. 

Romney bolts into Washington, blasts Trump

See PROGRAM,  A8
See TRUMP,  A8
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“Could be a long time or 
could be quickly,” Trump 
said during lengthy com-
ments at a Cabinet meeting 
at the White House, his 
first public appearance of 
the new year. Meanwhile, 
the shutdown dragged 
through a second week, 
closing some parks and 
leaving hundreds of thou-
sands of federal employees 
without pay.

Democrats said they 
asked Trump directly 
during Wednesday’s pri-
vate meeting held in the 

Situation Room why he 
wouldn’t consider their 
package of bills. One mea-
sure would open most of 
the shuttered government 
departments at funding 
levels already agreed to by 
all sides. The other would 
provide temporary fund-
ing for Homeland Security, 
through Feb. 8, allow-
ing talks to continue over 
border security.

“I said, Mr. President, 
Give me one good reason 
why you should continue 
your shutdown,” Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said afterward. 
“He could not give a good 
answer.”

Added Schumer, “We 
would hope they would 

reconsider.”
House Republican leader 

K e v i n  M c C a r t h y  s a i d 
there’s no need to pro-
long the shutdown and he 
was disappointed the talks 
did not produce a resolu-
tion. He complained that 
Democrats interrupted 
Homeland Security offi-
cials who were trying to 
describe a dire situation at 
the border.

“ W e  w e r e  h o p e f u l 
that we could get more 
of a negotiation,” said 
McCarthy.

He said the leaders plan 
to return to the White 
House Friday to continue 
negotiations.

The two sides have 
traded offers, but their 

talks broke down ahead 
o f  t h e  h o l i d a y s .  O n 
Wednesday, Trump also 
rejected his own admin-
istration’s offer to accept 
$2.5 billion for the wall. 
That offer was made when 
Vice President Mike Pence 
and other top officials 
met with Schumer at the 
start of the shutdown. 
Instead, on Wednesday 
Trump repeatedly pushed 
for the $5.6 billion he has 
demanded.

Making his case ahead 
of the afternoon ses-
sion with Democratic and 
Republican leaders, he said 
the current border is “like 
a sieve” and noted the tear 
gas “flying” overnight to 
deter arrivals.
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NATION&WORLD

By Amy Taxin 
and Deepti Hajela
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Some 
immigrant youth looking 
to start over in the United 
States after fleeing abu-
sive homes are seeing their 
applications for green cards 
rejected because the Trump 
administration says they’re 
too old.

A U.S. government pro-
gram in place since 1990 has 
let young immigrants sub-
ject to abuse, abandonment 
or neglect by a parent seek 
a court-appointed guard-
ian and a green card to stay 
in the country.

While applicants must file 
paperwork before age 21, 
the Trump administration 
has said some are too old to 
qualify once they turn 18, 
prompting a flurry of denial 
notices over the past year 
in New York, Texas and 
California and additional 
questions of applicants in 
New Jersey.

Immigrant advocates 
have filed lawsuits in New 
York and California and 
said hundreds of young 
people could be affected by 
the change.

“This administration is 
literally going after some of 
the most vulnerable people 
trying to seek relief,” said 

Mary Tanagho Ross, an 
appellate staff attorney at 
Los Angeles-based Public 
Counsel’s immigrant rights 
project.

The Trump administra-
tion has been pushing to 
harden the U.S. border and 
slash immigration with a 
series of steps targeting 
Central American children 
who arrive on the border 
alone or with relatives. 
Former Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions sought to 
make it tougher for young 
immigrants fleeing gangs 
or domestic violence to 
win asylum — though some 
guidance he issued on such 
cases was recently blocked 
by a federal judge. 

The program is the best 
chance for many of the 
thousands of young immi-
grants arriving on the border 
to be allowed to stay in the 
U.S. Under U.S. law, they 
can apply for green cards 
once a designated court in 
the U.S. state where they 
live assigns them a guardian 
and declares they are eligible 
to apply.

A  n o w - 2 2 - y e a r - o l d 
w o m a n  i n  N o r t h e r n 
California, who requested 
anonymity out of fear the 
U.S. government will retali-
ate against her for speaking 
out, fled her Mexican immi-
grant parents’ home in high 

school after her father 
repeatedly beat her.

She was taken in by a 
teacher, who helped her 
get started in college and 
took care of her when 
she was diagnosed with 
cancer. When a judge for-
mally named the teacher 
her legal guardian it was a 
huge relief, she said. But she 
later learned the U.S. gov-
ernment wouldn’t accept 
the court’s order for her 
green card application. She 
dropped to the floor and 
sobbed, she said.

“I just couldn’t believe I 
was going to have to try to 
defend myself again,” she 
said. “I don’t refer to her by 
her name or that she’s my 
guardian — I just call her 
mom.”

More than 50,000 young 
immigrants have obtained 
green cards by qualify-
ing for special immigrant 
j u v e n i l e  s t a t u s  s i n c e 
2010. The overwhelming 
majority of applications 
have been approved by 
U . S .  C i t i z e n s h i p  a n d 
Immigration Services, 
making the program a safer 
bet for many immigrant 
children seeking refuge 
in the United States than 
pleading a case before an 
immigration officer or judge 
for asylum.

Applications to the 

program have surged in
recent years, rising more
than three-fold between the 
2014 and 2017 fiscal years,
federal data shows. During 
that time, the number of 
denials also increased, with
2,000 applications rejected
over the past two fiscal years
— more than all of the previ-
ous seven years combined.

The change was most
notable in the nine months 
ending in June 2018, when
one in five applications that
were decided were denied,
the data shows. About 7 
percent of application deci-
sions in the 2017 fiscal year 
and 4 percent of decisions 
in the 2016 fiscal year were 
denials.

The U.S. government
started reviewing applica-
tions at a centralized location 
in late 2016 to improve 
efficiency. The follow-
ing year, U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services
sought legal guidance from 
the agency’s Office of Chief
Counsel for cases involv-
ing immigrant children
who turned 18 before their 
paperwork had been com-
pleted and determined that
a state court order is only
valid if that court has the
authority to reunite children
with their parents, which
many don’t, according to
agency officials.

Administration denies status to 
young immigrants due to age

By Corey Williams
The Associated Press

DETROIT — As a staff 
sergeant with the Marines 
in Iraq, Paul Whelan 
enjoyed fine cigars and 
showed an affinity for 
Russia — even spend-
ing two weeks of military 
leave in Moscow and St. 
Petersburg instead of at 
home in the U.S. with 
family and friends.

T h e  4 8 - y e a r - o l d 
Detroit-area man had an 
account on a Russian social 
media site, where he posted 
festive notes on the coun-
try’s national holidays.

Now, he’s under arrest 
t h e r e  o n  e s p i o n a g e 
allegations.

Whelan has visited 
Russia since at least 2007 
and was there again for a 
friend’s wedding, showing 
other guests around, said 
his twin brother, David 
Whelan. He was due to 
return home on Jan. 6, the 
brother said.

U.S. officials are seek-
ing answers about Paul 
Whelan’s arrest on spying 
charges. The Russian 
Federal Security Service, 
or FSB, said Whelan was 
caught “during an espio-
nage operation,” but gave 
no details.

U.S. Ambassador to 
Russia Jon Huntsman 
Jr. visited Whelan on 
Wednesday in Moscow’s 
Lefortovo Prison, the State 
Department said.

“Ambassador 
Huntsman expressed his 
support for Mr. Whelan 
and offered the embassy’s 
assistance,” it said.

He also spoke by phone 
with Whelan’s family, the 
statement added, but did 
not disclose any details 
“due to privacy consider-
ations for Mr. Whelan and 
his family.”

According to what 
to appears to be Paul 
Whelan’s profile  on 
the popular Russian 
social media platform 
VKontakte, he posted 
“God save President 
Trump” — flanked by flag 
emojis — on Inauguration 
Day in 2016. A 2010 post 
referred to then-Presi-
dent Barack Obama as a 
“moron.”

Another photo showed 
Whelan wearing a T-shirt 
of the Moscow soccer club 
Spartak. In March 2014, 
around the time of Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea, 
Whelan suggested that 
“Putin can have Alaska, 
as long as he takes Sarah 
Palin, too!” 

Man held 
for spying in 
Russia was 
frequent visitor

This undated photo provided by the Whelan family shows 
Paul Whelan in Iceland. [COURTESY OF THE WHELAN FAMILY VIA 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

any “particular progress” 
had been made.

Reed also said he’s happy 
that some House rules 

changes proposed by the 
Problem Solvers made their 
way into the rules pack-
age to be voted on when 
Democrats, led by Rep. 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
take over.

T h e  c h a n g e s  f o c u s 
on making it easier for 

rank-and-file members 
to bring legislation up for 
a vote, rather than such 
actions being dominated 
by the leadership.

Reed said he’ll be voting 
to approve the rules pack-
age -- something not 
usually done by members 

of the minority party -- 
despite there being other 
items he disagrees with.

“I hope it will be taken 
the way it’s meant, both 
as approval of the rules 
changes and as a gesture of
bipartisan cooperation,”
Reed said.

REED
From Page A1

the affiliation is changing, 
the program - which will 
now be known as Youth 
Mentoring of the Southern 
Tier - will remain the same 
for mentors and mentees.

Button said the mentors 
and mentees meet from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Mondays or 
Wednesday in the Corning 
Program and 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Thursdays in the 
Elmira Program.

“I started volunteering as 
a Mentor about four years 
ago, and it has become my 
favorite hour of each week,” 
said Sue Dunn, a Corning 
program mentor. “Not 
only is my youth fun to be 
with, she encourages me to 
explore topics I would have 
never thought of otherwise.

"The best part, is that 
being a mentor is easy. We 
show up once a week (except 
when there is no school) and 
the staff guides the time we 
are together. It amazes me 
that in only an hour a week 
that we have formed such a 
strong connection.”

Family Service Society, 
Inc. made the decision to 

affiliate with the New York 
State Mentoring Program 
because it offers a number of 
important benefits includ-
ing an improved alignment 
with its service delivery by 
exclusively using school- 
and site-based models, 
thereby improving the 
safety of Mentees and pro-
viding greater support to 
Mentors.

B u t t o n  s a i d  Y o u t h 
Mentoring of the Southern 
Tier will continue to pro-
vide services to youth ages 
7 to 17 in Corning, Elmira, 
Belmont, and Whitesville.

“Our volunteer enroll-
ment has been made more 
efficient through the New 
York State Mentoring 
Program as it is now an 
online application,” Button 
said. “Individuals inter-
ested in volunteering, can 
apply to be a mentor on the 
New York State Mentoring 
Program website.”

Benefits of the State 
Mentoring Program

• No national affiliation 
dues so all dollars raised 
locally are used to support 
local programs.

• The program is exclu-
sively focused on the needs 
of state students

• In person training for 
mentors will be delivered on 

site by a highly trained state 
Mentoring Representative.

• Technical assistance, 
training and support is pro-
vided for mentorship staff 
on best practices developed 
by Mentor New York, a 
national leader in mentor-
ship program research.

•  Improve alignment 
with our service delivery by 
exclusively using school and 

site based models improv-
ing the safety of mentees
and providing greater sup-
port to mentors.

• Improvements in effec-
tiveness and efficiency
through the reduction of
unnecessary, duplicative
documentation require-
ments leaving greater time
to focus on meeting youth
needs.

PROGRAM
From Page A1

Mentors and mentees often encourage each other to just 
have a great time. [PROVIDED/THE LEADER]
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FIVE-DAY FORECAST
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Cloudy, chance of 
showers, breezy
High | 39 Low | 25
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Partly sunny

High | 47
Low | 28
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Cloudy, 
chance of 
showers
High | 45
Low | 32

Sunday
Cloudy, 
chance of 
showers
High | 43
Low | 24

Monday
Cloudy, 
chance of 
snow or mix
High | 36
Low | 31
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MOON PHASES
 First Full Last New

 JAN. 14 JAN. 21 JAN. 27 JAN. 5

SUNRISE | SUNSET
Sunrise today 7:36 a.m.
Sunset today 4:48 p.m.

Sunrise Friday 7:36 a.m.
Sunset Friday 4:49 p.m.
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