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BATH – Steuben County tax-
payers can expect to pay slightly 
less in 2018.

In his presentation of the draft 
2018 Steuben County budget 
during a special legislative 
meeting Wednesday, Steuben 
County Manager Jack Wheeler 
said the projected average tax 
rate of $8.44 per $1,000 full 
value will be the lowest in over 
fifteen years, if the budget is 
passed. The current tax rate is 
$8.46 per $1,000 full value.

The slight drop in the tax 
rate comes in spite of a spike 

Steuben tax rate to dip slightly
By Stephen Borgna
sborgna@the-leader.com

PAINTED POST -- Just a 
few weeks after terminating 
police chief Dennis Mullen, 
the Painted Post police 
department has fired officer 
Brennan Hardy due to “per-
sonnel issues,” according to 
village officials.

Officer Hardy was let go on 
Friday.

“We have received too 
many verbal and written com-
plaints,” trustee Brian Francis 
said.

Hardy was known as an 
extensive ticket writer in the 
village.

Following Hardy’s firing,
the department currently has
two full-time and three part-
time officers on the force.
Officer Tod Kimmey is cur-
rently the officer in charge
following the departure of
Mullen.

Francis said the village
has two candidates who
are interested in joining the
department.

He said the decision to let go
of Hardy was made in the best
interest of the police depart-
ment and for Painted Post.

“With the concern of the
police department, the deci-
sions that we made are for
the best,” Francis  said at
Monday's village board meet-
ing. “They’re for the best of
the village.”

Hardy is fi red 
in Painted Post
Five offi  cers remain in 
the police department

By Jeffery Smith
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING - Long-serving 
Corning City Councilman 
Frank Muccini officially won 
a tight race Wednesday for 
the 5th Ward seat against 
Independent candidate Rose 
Blackwell. Muccini defeated 
Blackwell 179-161, after 17 
absentee and 3 affidavit ballots 
were were opened and counted 
Wednesday by the Steuben 
County Board of Elections. 
Muccini received 13 votes, 
while Blackwell garnered 6.

“I’m very pleased with the 
outcome, obviously,” said 
Muccini who has served a 
councilmember for the past 
26 years. “I want to thank all 
my voters that came out and 
supported me again. I will work 
very hard for them as I have in 
the past.”

Blackwell said congratula-
tions to Muccini moments after 
the ballots were opened.

Muccini said one of the 
reasons he is glad he won the 
election and will keep his seat 
on the City Council is it’s 
always great to meet the people 
in the 5th Ward.

“I love the ward, I love 
the people,” Muccini said. 
“They’re just good people. 
When they have a problem I try 
to solve it for them. I also look 
forward to working with the 
city and working with (soon to 
be mayor) Bill (Boland) and the 

rest of the council.”
Absentee and affidavit bal-

lots are a ballot that is mailed 
to you because you are going to 
be out of town on election day 
or you can choose this option 
as a convenience so you don't 
have to go to the polling place 
on election day.

In other Corning City elec-
tions, Democrat Bill Boland 
handily defeated Republican 
Nicholas W. Weinstein 
and Independent Elizabeth 
Whitehouse in the mayoral 
election. 

Democrat Diane Telehany 
won the City Council 1st Ward 
seat, Democrat Kate Paterson 
won the 2nd Ward seat, 
Republican Christopher E. 
Karam won the 3rd Ward seat 
and Independent Mark ReSue 
won the 7th Ward seat.  All 
are expected to be sworn into 
office Jan. 1, at City Hall.

Muccini named 
winner of the 
5th Ward race

Frank Muccini and Joe 
Sempolinski look over absentee 
ballot results Wednesday. [JEFF 

SMITH/THE LEADER]

By Jeffery Smith
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING - Eight-year-old Jayden 
Rodriguez and his brother, eleven-year-old 
Jacob Rodriguez, each said the food at the 
16th annual Thanksgiving Day dinner at the 
Corning Area Youth Center was fantastic.

The two just disagreed about what the best 
part of the meal was.

“I liked the mashed potatoes,” Jayden said.
“No, I think the turkey was the best,” Jacob 

said.

Youth center 
celebrates

Kids and families turn out for annual 
Thanksgiving dinner at the Corning 
Area Youth Center on Wednesday

Bill Boland, Rich Negri and Fr. Lou Brown dish up Thanksgiving dinner at the Corning Area Youth Center 
Wednesday in Corning. [ERIC WENSEL/THE LEADER]

Dick Pope, Frank Muccini and Phil Palmesano hand out 
parts of Thanksgiving dinner at the Corning Area Youth 
Center Wednesday. [ERIC WENSEL/THE LEADER]

See TAX,  A3

See YOUTH,  A3
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More than 100 kids, 
p a r e n t s  a n d  c o m m u -
nity members gathered 
Wednesday to bring the 
kids, who often use the 
Youth Center, together 
with family members to cel-
ebrate a Thanksgiving-style 

dinner.
Nine-year-old Owen 

Starner said he didn’t 
know what part of the 
Thanksgiving Day dinner 
he thought was the best. 
The meal offered mashed 
potatoes and gravy, cran-
berry sauce, stuffing, green 
beans and of course, turkey.

“The turkey maybe, it 
was really good,” Starner 
said. “But it all was.”

For dessert, various pies 

and cakes were served, 
and all the kids in the large 
crowd really seemed to 
enjoy the dessert.

H a r m o n y  A y e r s -
Friedlander, executive 
director of Family Service 
Society Inc., said the event 
continues to grow each 
year.

“This event really incor-
porates the parents and 
family members,” Ayers-
Friedlander said. “And I 

think the little decorations 
made by staff members and 
the kids look wonderful.”

Lee Tuma, a 14-year-old, 
said he likes to hang out at 
the Youth Center, which 
he and many kids do daily, 
because he gets to spend 
time with friends.

The Youth Center staff 
provides the 15-25 kids that 
come after school every 
weekday with free math and 
science tutoring and food.

YOUTH
From Page A1

Couples sue fertility clinic 
over eggs with genetic 
defect

ALBANY  — Two couples 
are suing a New York fertil-
ity doctor and his clinic after 
giving birth to children with 
a genetic defect later traced 
back to donated eggs.

The New York Court 
of Appeals heard oral 
arguments in the case on 
Wednesday. A decision is 
expected next year.

T h e  t w o  c h i l d r e n 
have Fragile X, a genetic 
syndrome that causes intel-
lectual impairments.

The case hinges on the 
state's medical malprac-
tice statute of limitations, 
which gives plaintiffs 
two-and-a-half years to 
sue after an alleged act of 
malpractice.

The parents filed the 
lawsuits two years after the 
children were born.

Attorneys for the clinic, 
Reproductive Medicine 
Associates, and physician 
Alan Copperman argue 
the clock on the statute of 
limitations began count-
ing down when they ended 
fertility treatment, and not 
when the children were 
born.

Police: Australian 
diplomat dies in fall off 
NYC terrace

NEW YORK  — Police 
say an Australian diplomat 
has fallen to his death from 
a seventh-floor terrace in 
Manhattan.

The New York Police 
Department says 30-year-
old Julian Simpson and 
others went on an apart-
ment building roof to look 
at the Empire State Building 
lights early Wednesday.

They say Simpson swung
a woman around and
her husband got angry.
The men then went on a
seventh-floor apartment
terrace, and Simpson
offered to prove he was
trustworthy by playing a
so-called trust game.

Authorities say Simpson
went to the ledge and
leaned back. He grabbed
for the other man's hand
but slipped and fell to a
second-floor landing.

Simpson was an offi-
cial  with Australia's
United Nations mission.
Australia's Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade
says it's assisting the dip-
lomat's relatives, who are
asking for privacy.

Woman sentenced for 
killing pregnant woman, 
cutting out baby

NEW YORK  — A New
York woman convicted of
murder and kidnapping
in the death of a pregnant
friend whose baby was cut
out of her womb has been
sentenced to 40 years to
life in prison.

Ashleigh Wade was sen-
tenced on Wednesday. The
Bronx woman was accused
of killing her childhood
friend Angelikque Sutton
in November 2015 when
Sutton stopped by Wade's
home on her way to her civil
wedding ceremony. Sutton
was eight months pregnant.

Authorities say Wade
slashed Sutton in the throat,
took out her uterus and cut
out the baby. The baby girl
survived.

Wade's attorney had told
jurors Wade had undiag-
nosed mental illness.
The Associated Press

I N  B R I E F

CORNING CITY
ARREST ON WARRANT
CORNING - Joshua Chrisler, 
32, of 1494 Culver Ave., 
Rochester, was arrested 
Tuesday on a bench warrant.

FALSELY REPORTING AN 
INCIDENT
CORNING - Cody White, 20, 
of 325 E. First St., Corning, 

was charged Tuesday 
with third-degree falsely 
reporting an incident.

ELMIRA CITY
ARREST ON WARRANT
ELMIRA -Leigha R Schilling, 
19, of Elmira, was arrested 
Tuesday on a bench warrant.

ELMIRA - Mercedes M 

Astarita, 21, of Elmira, was 
arrested Tuesday on a bench 
warrant for failure to appear.
•••
ELMIRA - Lindsay J Stephens, 
23, of Corning, was arrested 
Tuesday on a bench warrant 
for failure to appear.

ROBBERY
ELMIRA - James J. Banks, 22, 

of Pine City, was charged 
Tuesday with second-
degree robbery following an 
investigation on Lake Street.
•••
ELMIRA - Jalen R. Perry, 
22, of Elmira, was charged 
Tuesday with second-
degree robbery following an 
investigation on Lake Street. 

P O L I C E  B L O T T E R

in county spending in the 
draft budget of $190.8 mil-
lion, with the additional 
costs largely due to capi-
tal projects and offset by 
outside revenues, he told 
county  legislators. The 
current budget is $177.7 
million.

The proposed 2018 tax 
levy of $49.9 million rep-
resents actual county costs 
paid by property owners 
in Steuben, and is a better 
indicator of county spend-
ing than the actual tax rate.

Yet again, just nine 
state-mandated programs, 
including Medicaid, Safety 
Net, and indigent defense 

consumed 90 percent of the 
property tax levy.

According to The Pew 
Charitable Trusts, New 
York leads the nation in 
drawing its revenues from 
local taxpayers at 15 per-
cent, seven times more than 
48 states drawing an aver-
age of 2.2 percent. New 
Jersey is second highest at 
roughly 3.8 percent.

Important elements of 

the proposed Steuben 2018 
budget include:

· Employee insurance 
expenses up 6.5 percent, 
due to unexpected worker 
compensation claims.

· Sheriff’s Department 
personnel costs up 5 percent 
to 9 percent due to tempo-
rary hires and overtime.

· Medicaid increases of 
4.3 percent.

· Landfill Cell 4 construc-
tion at a cost of $5 million 
(paid through a separate 
enterprise fund)

· An allocation of $1 mil-
lion in PAVE NY funds for 
road construction.

· Decrease of 5 percent in 
mental health programs

W h e e l e r  w a r n e d 
Legislators of pressures on 
county taxpayers in years to 
come, including the antici-
pated state  reform of the 

public defender’s office, 
which will include the hire 
of new attorneys and pos-
sible construction.  More 
alarming is the current lack 
of information available on 
the state’s plan to house 
juvenile offenders under the 
age of 18. Previously, the 
state prosecuted children 
aged 16 and 17 as adults.

Wheeler said the plan 
could affect between 20 and 
40 children in Steuben, and 
will have a dramatic impact 
on the county law, proba-
tion and social services 
departments.

Legislators endorsed the 
budget by acclamation, 
with the final decision on 
the budget set to follow-
ing a public hearing 6 p.m. 
Nov. 27 in the Legislature’s 
chambers.

TAX
From Page A1

THE ISSUE: Steuben County 
to lower tax rate in 2018.
LOCAL IMPACT: The 2018 tax 
rate is expected to decrease 
by two cents per $1,000 
assessed value - from $8.46 
to $8.44. Medicaid payments 
are expected to increase 4.3 
percent, making them the 
highest of the nine state-
mandated programs.

By Don Thompson 
and Jocelyn Gecker 
The Associated Press

R A N C H O  T E H A M A 
RESERVE, Calif. — A day 
after a California gunman 
killed five people in the coun-
try’s latest shooting rampage, 
police faced accusations of 
having previously turned 
a blind eye to the troubled 

shooter who was known 
for firing off guns despite a 
court order that barred him 
from owning firearms. At 
a tense news conference 
Wednesday, police conceded 
that neighbors had repeat-
edly complained about Kevin 
Janson Neal firing hundreds 
of rounds from his house.

Tehama County Assistant 
Sheriff Phil Johnston said 

authorities responded to 
calls several times, but the 
44-year-old Neal wouldn’t 
open the door, so they left.

“He was not law enforce-
ment friendly. He would not 
come to the door,” Johnston 
said. Asked about Neal’s 
motive, Johnston responded: 
“Madman on the loose. The 
case is remarkably clear. We 
will move forward and we will 

start the healing process.”
The evidence that emerged 

Wednesday, however, along 
with residents’ statements 
raised questions about 
whether lawlessness was 
occasionally tolerated.

Neal was also known to 
have violent squabbles with 
his neighbors and his wife, 
both of whom were among 
his first victims Tuesday.

Police knew ‘madman’ had illegal 
guns before his killing rampage

In partnership with Cayuga Medical Center. Most insurances accepted. 

Experience Health Care that Cares about You.

ORTHOPEDIC SERVICES OF CMA AT SCHUYLER  
WELCOMES ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON 

Benjamin Donohue, MD, MBA

220 Steuben St.  |  Montour Falls, NY  |  (607) 210-1968
16 Brentwood Dr.  |  Ste. A  |  Ithaca, NY  |  (607) 272-7000 
cayugamedicalassociates.org

 

Dr. Donohue and Dr. Mannino practice with  
Orthopedic Surgeons:
Deidre Blake, MD
Dirk Dugan, MD
Alec Macaulay, MD
Blake Marson, MD

Stephanie Roach, MD
Michael Waters, MD 
Michael Wilson, MD, MBA
Zaneb Yaseen, MD

Dr. Donohue and Dr. Mannino  
are accepting new patients 
at Schuyler Hospital.

Benjamin Donohue, MD, MBA              Joseph Mannino, MD

Orthopedic Services of CMA at Schuyler

Benjamin Donohue, MD, MBA
•  Medical School: Columbia University  
 College of Physicians and Surgeons  
 (New York, NY)

•  Residency: Tufts Medical Center/Tufts  
 University (Boston, MA) –  
 Orthopedic Surgery

•  Fellowship: Beacon Orthopaedics  
 (Cincinnati, OH) – Sports Medicine

•  Areas of special clinical experience: 
 - Advanced minimally invasive  
  arthroscopic procedures of the  
  shoulder, elbow, and knee
 -  Shoulder rotator cuff, labrum repairs
 -  Knee ligament and cartilage surgery
 -  Knee replacement surgery
 -  Fracture surgery
 - Hand and wrist care 

•  Former assistant team physician  
 for the Cincinnati Reds, Wittenberg  
 University, and Wilmington College

Jim Scouten 
Thanks 

His Friends!

OPEN HOUSE
Sat., November 18th 

10am-2pm 

(607) 962-5096  • 120 Creekside Drive, Painted Post NY

Respite stays available
Door prizes & refreshments

You are invited to join us at
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