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Facilities strategy being 
put in motion

By James Post 
jpost@the-leader.com

CORNING — Corning-Painted 
Post School District leaders 
received approval last week to 
begin planning for the next facili-
ties referendum to be presented 

to voters — possibly at the end of 
2019.

There’s no projected dollar 
amount yet for the plan. But 
Superintendent Mike Ginalski 
says the aim is to move toward 
regular expenditures to maintain 
facilities and avoid a large back-
log of work such as what’s been 
done over the last several years.

“This is all part of a strategy to 

ensure the district does not fall 
into a state of disrepair as we saw 
previously by utilizing a strategy 
of continually maintaining our 
facilities and infrastructure,” 
Ginalski told The Leader.

The board reviewed current 
needs from the district’s build-
ing condition survey at an August 
workshop.

“The fact remains that large 

sections of each building have 
remained untouched,” Ginalski 
said. “We are targeting infra-
structure items specifically such 
as roofs, windows, asbestos 
abatement and safety upgrades.”

He said many other districts 
have adopted similar plans to 
use facilities referenda for main-
tenance items to avoid more 
extensive and costly work in the 

future.
“Many districts in our region 

have utilized this strategy of 
bringing [plans] to voters every 
five to seven years,” Ginalski 
said.

Now that the board has 
approved the process, he said 
more concrete plans will be 
developed soon and discussed in 
upcoming board meetings.

C-PP looking at next referendum

By Juliet Linderman and 
Darlene Superville
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Chances 
look slim for ending the partial 
government shutdown any time 
soon.

House lawmakers are being 
told not to expect further votes 
this week, all but ensuring the 
shutdown will enter a second 
week and stretch toward the 
new year.

Lawmakers are away from 
Washington for the holidays 
and have been told they will 
get 24 hours’ notice before 
having to return for a vote. 
And although both the House 
the Senate were slated to come 
into session briefly Thursday 
afternoon, few senators or 
representatives were expected 
to be around for it.

President Donald Trump is 
vowing to hold the line on his 
demand for money to build 
a border wall. Back from the 
29-hour trip to visit U.S. troops, 
Trump tweeted Thursday that 
“we desperately need” a wall 
on the Mexico border, funding 
for which has been a flashpoint 
between the White House and 
Congress ever since Trump 
took office.

He called on Democrats in 
Congress to fund his wall, 
saying the shutdown affects 
their supporters. He asserted 
without evidence: “Do the 
Dems realize that most of the 
people not getting paid are 

Democrats?”
Virginia Democratic Sen.

Mark Warner called Trump’s 
comments “outrageous.” In
his tweet, he added: “Federal
employees don’t go to work
wearing red or blue jerseys. 
They’re public servants. And
the President is treating them 
like poker chips at one of his 
failed casinos.”

After a weekend and two
h o l i d a y  d a y s  f o r  f e d e r a l
employees, Wednesday was 
the first regularly scheduled
workday affected by the closure
of a variety of federal services.
A brief statement Thursday 
from the office of Louisiana 
Rep. Steve Scalise, the No. 3
Republican, spoke to the dim 
prospect for a quick solution.
“Members are advised that no
votes are expected in the House
this week,” the statement said.
“Please stay tuned to future
updates for more information.”

T h e  s h u t d o w n  s t a r t e d
Saturday when funding lapsed
for nine Cabinet-level depart-
ments and dozens of agencies.
Roughly 420,000 workers were 
deemed essential and are work-
ing unpaid, while an additional
380,000 have been furloughed.

While the White House 
was talking to congressio-
nal Democrats — and staff
talks continued on Capitol
Hill — negotiations dragged
Wednesday, dimming hopes
for a swift breakthrough.

Shutdown likely to 
stretch into next week
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CORNING - Present and 
past board members and 
staff, in addition to special 
community guests, gath-
ered at the Corning Youth 
Center in September for 
a celebratory luncheon in 
honor of Family Service 
S o c i e t y ,  I n c . ’ s  1 0 0 t h 
anniversary.

School Partner of the Year 
award was given to Michael 
Ginalski, Superintendent 
of Corning-Painted Post 
School District.

Community Partner of the 
Year Award was given to the 
John G. Ullman & Associates 
Foundation, officials said.

Sue Dunn received the 
Volunteer  of  the Year 
Award for her contributions 
to the Youth Mentoring 
o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  T i e r 
program.

Family Service Society, 
I n c .  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a 
special legislative procla-
mation in honor of its 100th 
anniversary.

Family Service 
Society turns 100

Approximately 80 guests attended Family Service Society, Inc.’s 100th anniversary celebration at the 
Corning Youth Center. [PROVIDED/THE LEADER]

Community Partner of the Year Award was presented to the John G. 
Ullman & Associates Foundation, from left, Dr. Robert Cole; Harmony 
Ayers-Friedlander, Family Service Society Executive Director; Bobbie 
Ullman, and John G. Ullman. [PROVIDED/THE LEADER]

Sharon Moore from 
Senator Thomas O’Mara’s 
offi ce and Sperry Navone 
from Assemblyman Phil 
Palmesano’s offi ce present 
Harmony Ayers-Friedlander 
with a special legislative 
proclamation celebrating 
Family Service Society, 
Inc.’s 100th anniversary.
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CORNING - The Rotary Club 
of Corning is offering scholar-
ships to high school seniors 
graduating in the greater 
Corning area in June 2019 and 
who are entering continuing 
education school programs of 
two or more years by fall 2019.

The scholarships are also 
available to second-year stu-
dents at Corning Community 
College who are continu-
i n g  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a t  a 
four-year institution, officials 
said. In past years, awards of 

up to $1,000 have been made to 
scholarship winners depending
on the Corning Rotary scholar-
ship account.

Officials said the primary
criteria for selection is the 
student’s demonstrated com-
mitment to community service
during his or her high school or
college years, together with
acceptance into a continuing
education program of the stu-
dent’s choice.

R o t a r i a n s  a n d  m e m -
bers of their families are not

Corning Rotary Scholarship 
applications available

Awards presented at special luncheon
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