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Schumer: Assess 
social media, 
terror

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer says federal 
offi  cials need a new plan 
to assess how would-be 
extremists use social 
media.

The New York Democrat 
is expected to formally 
announce his support 
Sunday for the “Combat 
Terrorist Use of Social 
Media Act of 2015.”

Schumer will spon-
sor the legislation in the 
Senate. The bill passed the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives on Wednesday.

Schumer says the bill 
will work to modernize 
how federal authorities 
decipher and decode mes-
sages on social media to 
ultimately disrupt planned 
attacks.
 

‘Farm to School’ 
gets funding boost

Eff orts to provide more 
healthy, locally sourced 
school meals to New York 
school children are getting 
some help from the state.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
administration this month 
announced more than 
$300,000 in new funding 
for six “Farm to School” 
programs around the 
state. The money will help 
school districts provide 
more locally produced 
food products to children.

The Democratic gov-
ernor says the initiative 
is intended to provide 
children with high-quality, 
healthy food while 
also promoting local 
agriculture.

The money will go to 
local agricultural exten-
sion services and to 
school districts. The 
district in Buff alo is the 
largest district set to 
receive funding.

Colleges split Great 
Lakes project 
grants

Three western New York 
colleges are splitting more 
than $40,000 in a grant to 
conduct projects aimed at 
protecting the ecosystem of 
the Great Lakes.

The Syracuse-based 
Great Lakes Research 
Consortium says the funds 
are going to Buff alo State 
College, the University at 
Buff alo, and Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges in 
Geneva.

The money is being used 
for projects related to early 
detection of invasive spe-
cies and lake-eff ect storm 
impact and projection.

The Great Lakes Research 
Consortium is comprised 
of 18 colleges and universi-
ties in New York state, along 
with nine affi  liate campuses 
in Ontario, Canada. The 
schools collaborate on 
research and education on 
the Great Lakes.

UB and Hobart and Wil-
liam Smith are each getting 
$14,000, while Buff alo State 
is receiving $12,464.

TODAY

45/39

TUE

51/37

WED

55/48
Complete forecast, A8

By Jeff ery Smith
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING | After more 
than 18 years of service, 
Robin Foster, executive 
director of Family Service 
Society Inc., announced 
she will retire at the end 
of the year.

“It has been an honor 
and privilege to serve our 
community,” Foster said.

U n d e r  F o s t e r ’ s 

leadership, Family Ser-
vice Society, Inc. increased 
staffing, the variety of 
programs off ered, and the 
number of individuals and 
families served.

During Foster’s time at 
Family Service Society’s 
budget went from about 
$1 million annually to 
over $2 million annually, 
said Janalee Orfanides, 
of Family Service. The 
majority of that increase 

was due to the expansion 
of free after school services 
to youth in the Corning 
area.

One of those programs 
is the After School Advan-
tage Program, Orfanides 
said. More than a decade 
ago Foster helped attain 
state funding that allowed 
Family Service to imple-
ment the program for 
middle schoolers in the 
Corning-Painted Post 

School District.
Orfanides said the 

Advantage program con-
tinues to operate in the 
school district, providing a 
variety of activities aimed 
at improving the social, 
emotional, academic and 
vocational competencies 
of its participants.

Foster said one of the 
most memorable accom-
plishments during her 

A FOND FAREWELL

Family Service director 
retires after 18 years

Robin Foster, executive director of Family Service Society Inc., is retiring after 18 years and is being praised 
for her work. ERIC WENSEL/THE LEADER

By Michael Hill
The Associated Press

ALBANY | New York is 
poised to diversify its gam-
bling revenue streams yet 
again in an ever-shifting 
market.

On Monday, state regu-
lators are expected to 
license three new casinos in 
upstate New York, a region 

that already has a dozen 
horse-track "racinos" and 
Indian casinos. The move 
fi ts a longstanding pattern 
of New York offi  cials fi nd-
ing new ways to cash in on 
gambling — like approv-
ing video lottery machines 
at ailing horse tracks or 
expanding into multistate 
lotteries as Lotto sales 
dropped.

Analysts believe the 
market is too crowded for 
the casino expansion to 
create a huge revenue jack-
pot for New York. But it 
could help.

"Limited growth, that's 
the way it's been nationally 
for the last five years and 
New York doesn't seem to 
be that much diff erent than 

JACKPOT?

NY eyes casino revenues

Construction work continues at Mohawk Harbor where 
the Rivers Casino and Resort is proposed in Schenect-
ady. Three casinos planned for upstate New York are 
poised to receive their state licenses after a year-long 
wait. MIKE GROLL/AP

By James Post
jpost@the-leader.com

CORNING | The Town of 
Corning Board is consider-
ing appointing residents 
from various areas in the 
town to serve as liaisons to 

the board.
Board member Stuart 

Sammis pitched the idea at 
a recent meeting.

Sammis said the proposal 
could improve communi-
cation in both directions 
— keeping town residents 
better informed about 
what the board is doing, 

and helping to communi-
cate residents’ concerns to 
the board at their monthly 
meetings.

The board asked Sammis 
to facilitate the process 
of determining how the 
town would be divided 

into “districts,” after which 
they will seek volunteers 
from each to serve as 
representatives.

The representation would 
be informal, and volunteer 
representatives would not 

IMPROVING COMMUNICATION?

Town board seeks input
Inside:
Deadline extended on East 
Corning water project peti-
tion. A3. 

By Deepti Hajela
The Associated Press

NEW YORK | There
were times by the end of
his shift that fi refi ghter
Joseph Nardone’s head
would be pounding, his
eyes crossing from the
noise of the siren on his
truck.

“The siren was so loud
inside the cab that it
actually physically hurt,”
said the former New York
City fi re battalion chief.
Even though he’s been
retired for over a decade,
he said, the eff ects of the
sirens linger in hearing
loss that has left him
unable to understand
rapid conversation or
follow along in church.

Nardone is among
about 4,400 current
and former firefight-
ers nationwide who are
suing Federal Signal
Corp., an Oak Brook,
Illinois-based company
that makes sirens, claim-
ing it didn’t do enough
to make them safer for
those on fi re trucks who
have to listen to them
nearly every day.

They say the company
could have designed them
in a way that directs the
volume away from areas
where fi refi ghters sit in
the engines, shielding
them from sound blasts
that lawyers say reach
120 decibels, roughly
equivalent to a rock con-
cert. Said the 73-year-old
Nardone: “The manufac-
turer had the means and
ability to do something
about it and they didn’t.”

LAWSUITS 
CONTINUE

Firefi ghters 
sue siren 
maker over 
hearing loss
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other states," said Ben-
nett Liebman, a gambling 
policy veteran who is now 
a government lawyer-in-
residence at Albany Law 
School. "There is no reason 
to think it's going to be any 
diff erent, even with additional 
casinos."

New York gets a major 
chunk of gambling revenue 
from lottery games. Money 
earmarked for education aid 
from traditional lottery draw-
ings, instant games and video 
lottery terminals at horse 
tracks around the state topped 
$3 billion last year.

Racinos have helped 
increase lottery revenue in the 
last decade, especially with the 
2011 opening of Resorts World 
Casino New York City. With 
more than 5,000 electronic 
slots and table games, Resorts 
World is the closest thing to a 
Las Vegas-style casino in the 
nation's largest city, and it 
accounts for more than $4 
out of every $10 brought in 
by racinos statewide.

While lottery aid has hov-
ered around $3 billion over 
the past five years, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo's administra-
tion was able to tap another 
stream of gambling revenue 
in 2013 under deals with the 
tribes running New York's fi ve 
Indian casinos. The Oneidas 
agreed to begin paying a share 
of their casino slots revenue, 
while the Senecas and the 
Mohawks resumed making 
payments they had halted 
amid complaints of unfair 
competition. Those deals 
added $161 million to state 
and local coffers last fiscal 
year.

Now the state is on the brink 
of another gambling revenue 
bump as regulators consider 
licenses for four casinos in the 
Catskills, the Southern Tier, 
Schenectady and the Finger 
Lakes. The three license deci-
sions expected Monday will 
be followed later by a ruling 
on the Southern Tier casino, 

which was approved in a
second round of bidding.

The Cuomo administration
has previously estimated new
casinos could bring in more
than $300 million annually
to governments.

Still, it's not clear how much
the new casinos will siphon
business — and with it tax
revenue — from New York's
existing casinos. This has been
a particularly heated contro-
versy involving the planned
Lago Resort and Casino in the
Finger Lakes and its potential
competitors.

The market also is get-
ting crowded in neighboring
states. Moody's Investors
Service noted in a report last
month that New York's casino
expansion is part of $5 billion
in growth expected in the
Northeast over the next few
years.

Beyond casinos, one
potential stream of lucra-
tive gambling revenue could
come from daily fantasy sports
games like those run by Fan-
Duel and DraftKings. The
two industry leaders take in
an estimated $55 million in
bets in New York alone. But
state Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman claims their
businesses are illegal gam-
bling operations and a judge
has temporarily banned them
from taking bets from New
Yorkers.

CASINO
From Page A1

have voting power on the 
board.

B o a r d  m e m b e r s 
acknowledged the need for 
improved communication 
with residents around the 
town, noting that most of 
the board lives within the 
same small area.

In another effort to 

improve communication, 
the board also planned to 
move forward on changes 
to the town’s website.

Officials said the cur-
rent site is diffi  cult to work 
with and make changes to 
because the site’s address, 
www.townofcorningny.org, 
is not owned by the town.

They authorized Town 
Supervisor Kim Feehan to 
make inquiries into get-
ting a new address and 

fi nding someone to build 
an updated website.

Plans for a quarterly 
newsletter to town resi-
dents were dropped after 
funding for printing and 
mailing the publication 
was eliminated from the 
town’s 2016 budget.

Board members noted 
that the same information 
could be posted to a new 
website without the added 
cost of a printed newsletter.

BOARD
From Page A1

time with the agency was 
the merger of Family Ser-
vice Society and the Corning 
Area Youth Center in 2000.

“Both the Advantage 
After School Program and 
the Corning Youth Center 
fi ll gaps in a modern fam-
ily’s life by offering a safe 
after school option for their 
children,” Foster said. “They 
provide wonderful oppor-
tunities for local youth and 
give parents peace of mind 
that their children are being 
nurtured by caring staff  and 
have access to opportunities 
they might not otherwise 
have.”

Another program that has 
grown under Foster’s lead-
ership is the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of the Central 
Southern Tier.

“Robin has always been 
a great supporter of the 
Big Brother Big Sister pro-
gram,” said Tricia Shirey, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
coordinator. “Not only has 
she provided great oversight 
of the program but also in 
her personal involvement 
as a volunteer with the 
program. She has been 
matched with her ‘Little’ for 
three years and has made a 
great impact on her life.”

Shirey said Foster was 
also a very important part 
of Big Brother Big Sister 
annual Bowl for Kids’ Sake 
fundraiser.

Foster believes the suc-
cess of Family Service 
Society is due to the team 
of employees that carry out 
the mission of the agency on 
a daily basis.

“Competence is  not 
enough,” Foster said. “The 
staff members at Family 
Service Society not only 
have tremendous compe-
tence, but also compassion 
and respect for the people 
they serve. They are very 
passionate about what they 
do.”

Carly Cushing, Youth Ser-
vice program director, said 
describing Foster’s impact 
on the agency and its staff  
is diffi  cult.

“Robin’s kindness and 
compassion for the people 
we serve, especially the chil-
dren, never ceases to amaze 
me,” Cushing said. “No 
matter how busy, stressful, 
or chaotic work seems to get 
sometimes, she is always 
so careful to consider how 
what we do as an agency 
impacts the clients we serve. 
And it’s not only the clients, 
but the staff as well. Her 
understanding and compas-
sion with us is part of what 
makes her a leader, and not 

just a ‘boss.’ She has truly 
been a mentor to the staff  
at Family Service and we all 
are ever so grateful.”

Foster is especially grate-
ful for the support that local 
foundations, the United 
Way, Steuben County, and 
individual donors give to 
Family Service Society.

“The best part of being 
in this line of work is to see 
how generous the commu-
nity is at lending a hand to 
those in need,” Foster said. 
“I am grateful for Family 
Service Society’s Board of 
Directors for the tremen-
dous encouragement and 
support they’ve provided 
and selfl ess giving.”

Sal Trentanelli, current 
Family Service Society 
board member, said it’s 
truly been an honor to work 
with Foster.

“I can’t think of another 
person I know that truly 
cares about people and is 
as dedicated to serving the 
people of our community 
as much as Robin,” Tren-
tanelli said. “She is a very 
compassionate person 
whose life mission is to help 
other people and encour-
age others to do the same. I 
wish her well as she enters 
her well- deserved retire-
ment. She may be small in 
stature but she’s left some 
very big shoes to fi ll.”

DIRECTOR
From Page A1

Federal Signal argues 
that directing the sound 
defeats one of the main 
purposes of a siren — 
to warn motorists and 
pedestrians that a truck is 
coming. And it says it has 
long supported what many 
departments have advised 
its fi refi ghters to do: wear 
ear protection.

The lawsuits, which 
began surfacing more than 
a decade ago, have been in 
places such as New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, New 
Jersey and the Chicago 
area, said attorney Marc 
Bern, who’s leading all the 
lawsuits. In documents 
filed with the Securities 
and Exchange Commis-
sion, the company said 
juries have decided in favor 
of Federal Signal in most of 
the half-dozen or so suits 
that have gone to trial.

The company also has 
settled in some cases 
without admitting any 
wrongdoing. The larg-
est settlement, reached in 
2011, required the com-
pany to pay $3.6 million to 
1,069 fi refi ghters for cases 
fi led in Philadelphia.

Bern said Federal Signal 
could have made the sirens 
with a shroud to warn 
those in its path instead of 
a more generalized blare.

“Clearly, you don’t have 
to have sound going all 
the way to the rear of the 
fire engine,” he said. “If 
you’re driving behind a 

fi re engine and you don’t 
see a 50-foot-long, red ... 
engine with lights going 
on and off, there’s really 
something wrong.”

David Duffy, attorney 
for Federal Signal, said 
making the sirens more 
directed would put fire-
fi ghters and the public at 
greater risk.

“Firefi ghters have testi-
fi ed that they want a loud 
siren that projects noise to 
the front and sides of fi re 
trucks,” he said. Accidents 
often involve vehicles that 
hit fi re trucks from behind, 
necessitating a loud noise 
in all directions, he said.

Duffy also noted that 
fi refi ghting organizations 
have for three decades 
advocated use of earplugs 
or ear coverings to reduce 
the risk of hearing loss 
from sirens or other noises 
in the course of their fi re-
fi ghting duties, “of which 
there are many.”

The Fire Department of 
New York wasn’t able to 
immediately provide infor-
mation on its policies on 
noise or whether earplugs 
or coverings are provided 
or required.

Duff y said studies mea-
suring the level of noise 
fi refi ghters are exposed to 
during their work shifts, 
including sirens, is on aver-
age below 85 decibels.

Federal standards take 
into account the intensity 
of the sound and the dura-
tion. The higher the decibel 
level, the shorter the time 
workers can be exposed to 
it.

Rick Neitzel, who studies 
noise and other exposures 
at the University of Michi-
gan School of  Public 
Health, said the standards 
are geared to traditional 
jobs like manufacturing, 
not firefighting, where 
shifts can last for longer 
and the exposure is inter-
mittent but intense.

“A lot of the questions 
now are: Is the current 
recommended level appro-
priate for exposure that a 
firefighter would have? 
And I would say we’re not 
entirely sure,” he said.

Dr. Lawrence Lustig, 
a hearing loss expert at 
Columbia University Medi-
cal Center, said people have 
diff erent levels of suscep-
tibility. Some research 
involving animals seems to 
imply that noise exposure 
in early years leads to more 
rapid age-related hearing 
loss, he said.

Retired Bronx fi refi ghter 
Frank Bazzicalupo was 
exposed early. He joined 
the FDNY in his 20s and 
stayed for 25 years. The 
61-year-old spent the 
last decade or so of that 
career driving fi re trucks 
before retiring in 2002, 
hearing the sirens blaring 
overhead.

These days, trying to 
hear in any environment 
that has background noise 
is an exercise in frustration.

“On a plane is the worst,” 
he said. “I hear the engines 
roaring; I can’t hear the 
person next to me.”

LAWSUIT
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