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CORNING’S NEVINS 
SIGNS DIVISION I

F O O T B A L L  |  B 1

HORSEHEADS’ ELSTON 
AND CORNING’S HOGUE 
TAKE HOME AWARDS

TODAY
Sun, PM clouds

27° / 8°

SATURDAY
High clouds

36° / 20°

SUNDAY
Mostly sunny

44° / 25°
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PAINTED POST | As work 
kicks off on the Corning-
Painted Post School District’s 
newest facilities construction 
project, district officials heard 
Wednesday the first detailed 
breakdown of how more effi-
cient systems and controls will 
save money on utility costs.

J e f f r e y  D a y  o f  D a y 
A u t o m a t i o n  l a i d  o u t  t h e 
planned first phase of the dis-
trict’s energy performance 
contract (EPC) with the com-
pany, approved in September 
as part of the referendum on 
the overall facilities plan.

Day Automation, based 
in Victor with offices in 
Horseheads and around the 
state, is conducting a slate of 
upgrades to lighting, HVAC, 
controls and other systems at 
a cost of about $8.5 million. 
The company has previously 
worked with the district on 
safety and security projects 
including access control at 
school buildings.

Under the EPC, the savings 
from improved efficiency, 
combined with government and 
utility company incentives, will 
outweigh the cost of the work, 
ultimately saving money for 
taxpayers overall.

Jeffrey Day noted that the 
district currently spends 
approximately $1 million per 
year on utilities.

He said including only the 
work to be done in the $4.5 mil-
lion first phase of the project, 
that will be reduced by about 
$285,000 per year.

Doing such a large proportion 
of the work in the first of four 
phases will mean energy sav-
ings will materialize as soon 
as possible, he told the school 
board.

“We’re doing close to half the 

LED lighting 
coming 
to C-PP 
buildings
District should see 
immediate cost savings

Santa and Mrs. Claus provided a holiday gift to dozens of children Wednesday after a holiday dinner at the 
Corning Youth Center. [JEFF SMITH/THE LEADER]

By Jeff Smith
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING - More than 120 
kids, parents and local leaders 
fought through cold, snowy 
weather Wednesday evening 
to fill the Corning Youth Center 
and enjoy the center’s 19th 
annual holiday dinner.

“We are so happy that so 
many people came (to the Youth 
Center) to enjoy the holiday 
season with us,” said Harmony 
Ayers-Friedlander, execu-
tive director of Family Service 
Society Inc., which operates the 
Youth Center, moments before 
the meal was served. “We are 
excited to be able to hold our 
annual holiday dinner again 
this year. We again have a lot 
of helpers this year.”

Helpers at the event included 
City Manager Mark Ryckman, 
Steuben County Legislator 
Hilda Lando, Corning Mayor Bill 
Boland, Reverend Lewis Brown, 
Corning Fire Chief Brad Davies, 
Corning City Councilman Diane 
Telehany, State Assemblyman 
Phil Palmesano, several city 
patrolmen and many others.

“We had a great time serving 
the kids Christmas Dinner at the 
Youth Center,” said Ryckman 
moments after the dinner. 

Youth Center gets festive
Annual event celebrates 
19th year

The Leader Staff

ALBANY - The Southern 
Tier region will be awarded 
a total of $88.9 million, and 
the Finger Lakes region 
$64.4 million under the ninth 
round of funding through the 
state’s Regional Economic 

D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l s 
initiative.

State Senator Tom O’Mara, 
R-Big Flats, and Assemblyman 
Phil Palmesano, R-Corning, 
welcomed the announce-
ment and said the Southern 
Tier Regional  Economic 
Development Council  was 
recognized as a “top per-
former” in this year’s funding 
cycle.

The economic development 

awards to support specific 
regional projects statewide 
were announced Thursday in 
Albany, officials said. Each 
of the state’s 10 REDCs com-
peted for this latest round of 
state economic development 
aid.

“The Southern Tier and 
Finger Lakes regions continue 
to stand out,” said O’Mara, 
a member of the Southern 
Tier REDC, and Palmesano 

Thursday in a joint state-
ment. “This ongoing success
is the greatest testament to all
of the regional leaders across
the Southern Tier and Finger
Lakes whose hard work has
been unmatched.”

An ongoing commitment
over the past nine years
assessing regional strengths
and weaknesses, identifying

Southern Tier benefi ts from REDC
Southern Tier awarded 
$88.9 million, Finger 
Lakes gets $64.4 million

By Alan Fram
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell called 
on his Republican-led Senate 
Thursday to keep the impeached 
President Donald Trump in 
office, as the chamber edged 
toward a fray that spotlights 
the GOP’s most unapologetic 
embrace yet of Trump.

“A political faction in the 
l o w e r  c h a m b e r  h a s  s u c -
cumbed to partisan rage,” said 
McConnell, R-Ky., a day after 
the Democratic-controlled 
House voted to impeach Trump, 
despite an extraordinary show 

of fealty by Republicans voting 
unanimously against the move. 
He added later: “‘The Senate 
must put this right. We must 
rise to the occasion.”

The Senate seems certain 
to keep Trump in office with 
ov erwhelm ing GOP sup-
port in a trial likely to start 
in January. Coupled with 
House Republicans’ solidarity 
Wednesday, that underscores 
a remarkable turnaround from 
four years ago, when many 
GOP lawmakers wanted noth-
ing to do with the insurgent and 
inflammatory Trump campaign.

Now, the impeachment 
battle spotlights how firmly 

Republicans are tethered to a
president whose loyalty from
his party’s core conservative
voters is matched only by his
opponents’ loathing for him.

Trump boasted about GOP
unity during the impeachment
vote. “You’ve never seen a
Republican Party, zero negative
votes. Zero,” he said Thursday.
“That hasn’t happened almost
ever because the Republicans
are not necessarily known for
that.”

Yet it’s unclear what the
political impact on GOP candi-
dates will be.

GOP gives Trump unapologetic embrace 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Kentucky, walks to his offi ce 
Thursday on Capitol Hill, in Washington. [SUSAN WALSH/THE ASSOCIATED 

PRESS]
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The Corning-Painted Post marching band performs during 
halftime of a Corning Hawks football game under the lights. 
Replacing the lighting at Memorial Stadium with LEDs is one 
of dozens of effi ciency upgrades planned in the district over 
the next fi ve years. [THE LEADER FILES]

CORNING CITY
DWI

CORNING - Angela 
Travis, 23, of 3865 State 
Route 414, Corning, was 
charged Wednesday with 
driving while intoxicated 
with a blood alcohol content 
of .18 percent of higher.

•••
C O R N I N G  -  T y l o r 

Cavallaro, 22, of 4512 Meads 
Creek Road, Painted Post, 
was charged Wednesday 

with driving while intoxi-
cated combined effect of 
alcohol and drugs, second-
degree unlawful possession 
of marijuana, speed not 
reasonable and prudent and 
failure to stop.

COMPLAINTS | 12.18.19

12:10 a.m. Vehicle stop on 
Denison Parkway eastbound 
between Steuben Street 
and Conhocton Street. 
Patrolman issued a warning 

for inadequate headlights.
1:43 a.m. Vehicle stop 

on Cintra Lane behind 
McDonald’s. One male sub-
ject in custody for driving 
while intoxicated.

1:57 a.m. 911 dispatched 
patrolman to 7-Eleven 
for report of an assault. 
Patrolmen responded.

7:35 a.m. Patrolman in 
the area of Corning-Painted 
Post High School for traffic 
enforcement.

8:08 a.m. Patrolman 

in the area of Winfield 
Elementary School for traf-
fic enforcement.

8:09 a.m. Patrolman 
in the area of Carder 
Elementary School for traf-
fic enforcement.

9:32 a.m. 911 reports 
erratic driver in a Chevrolet 
C a m a r o  o n  D e n i s o n 
P a r k w a y .  P a t r o l m a n 
checked the area, vehicle 
gone on arrival.

1:09 p.m. 911 reports a 
male subject harassing a 

Corning Security Officer on 
Museum Way. Patrolmen 
responded.

1:21 p.m. 911 reports a 
female patient at Corning 
Center For Care threaten-
ing to harm other people. 
Patrolmen responded.

1:33 p.m. Caller reports a 
vehicle blocking the drive-
way at Northside Floral on 
Bridge Street. Patrolman 
responded, owner removed 
the vehicle, parking ticket 
was issued.

2:44 p.m. 911 dispatched 
patrolmen to a motor vehi-
cle accident in a city parking 
lot behind the Southeast 
Steuben County Library.

6:24 p.m. 911 dispatched 
patrolmen to Wall Street to 
assist AMR ambulance.

6:55 p.m. Patrolman 
assisting department of 
public works crews with a 
truck stuck on Pearl Street.

9:27 p.m. A male subject 
reports a car blocking his 
driveway on Park Avenue.

P O L I C E  B L O T T E R

By Vladimir Isachenkov 
and Harriet Morris
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
said Thursday that U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
was impeached for “far-
fetched” reasons, calling 
the move by Democrats a 
continuation of their fight 
against the Republican 
leader.

“It’s simply a continu-
ation of internal political 
struggle,” Putin said at his 
end-of-year news confer-
ence in Moscow. “The party 
that lost the (2016) election, 
the Democratic Party, is 
trying to achieve results by 
other means.”

He likened Trump’s 
impeachment to the earlier 
U.S. probe into collusion 
with Russia, which Putin 
played down as ground-
less. Former special counsel 
Robert Mueller concluded 
earlier this year that the 
Russian government inter-
fered in the 2016 U.S. 

presidential election in a 
“sweeping and systematic 
fashion.”

“Now they invented some 
sort of pressure on Ukraine,” 
Putin said, referring to the 
investigation of Trump’s 
trying to enlist the president 
of that country to announce 
investigations of his political 
rival as he withheld U.S. aid 
to Kyiv.

Trump on Wednesday 
became only the third 
American president to 
be impeached. The his-
toric vote in the House of 
Representatives split along 
party lines over a charge 
of abusing his power. 
The House also approved 
a second article that he 
obstructed Congress in its 
investigation.

Noting the Republicans 
have a majority in the Senate, 
where a trial of Trump will be 
conducted, Putin said “they 
will be unlikely to remove a 
representative of their own 
party from office on what 
seems to me absolutely far-
fetched reasons.”

Turning to the New 
START nuclear arms reduc-
tion treaty with the U.S. 
that expires in 2021, Putin 
said that Russia is ready to 
extend it “even tomorrow,” 
warning that the demise of 
the last U.S.-Russian arms 
control deal will remove the 
final barrier stemming an 
arms race.

Putin spoke on a variety of 
issues during the marathon 
news conference that lasted 
for more than four hours 
and was dominated by local 
issues, such as Russia’s ailing 
health care system and fed-
eral subsidies for the regions.

The 67-year-old Russian 

president, who marks two 
decades in power later this 
month, remained coy about 
his political future. He 
wouldn’t answer if he could 
potentially extend his rule by 
shifting into a new governing 
position to become the head 
of a union between Russia 
and neighboring Belarus.

Putin served two four-
year terms as president in 
2000-2008, then moved 
into the premier’s position 
to observe a constitutional 
limit of two consecutive 
terms. He was re-elected in 
2012 and 2018, and his cur-
rent six-year terms runs 
through 2024.

Putin: Trump impeached for ‘far-fetched’ reasons
Russian 
President 
Vladimir Putin 
gestures during 
his annual news 
conference 
Thursday 
in Moscow, 
Russia. [PAVEL 

GOLOVKIN/THE 

ASSOCIATED 

PRESS]

Rep. Francis Rooney, 
R-Fla., uttered GOP blas-
phemy this fall when he 
said he was open to con-
sidering impeachment. He 
announced his retirement 
from Congress the next 
day. He ended up joining 
his colleagues in opposing 
impeachment Wednesday 
and said that vote further 
aligned his party to Trump.

“And that’s not neces-
sarily the Republican Party 
that I’ve been part of and 
been a funder for, for many 
years,” he said. “This is a 
different era that we’re in 

for Republicans, and I don’t 
know where it’s going to go.”

“They are who they are,” 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., said Thursday 
when asked about the lack 
of daylight between the 
president and his party’s 
rank-and-file.

She also challenged 
GOP lawmakers’ com-
ments during Wednesday’s 
debate comparing Trump’s 
i m p e a c h m e n t  t o  t h e 
Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ.

“Something’s strange 
there,” she said. “Apart 
from the fact that they want 
to protect the president at 
the cost of the Constitution.”

GOP solidarity behind 
Trump on impeachment 

contrasts with past battles 
over Trump priorities, such 
as his failed effort to repeal 
former President Barack 
Obama’s health care law. 
Republicans strongly rallied 
behind him, but there were 
small but significant num-
bers of defectors.

In recent weeks, Trump’s 
team has pointed to wide-
spread GOP support for 
Trump as exemplifying the 
president’s grip on his adop-
tive party and a cementing of 
the 2016 electoral realign-
ment that sent Trump to the 
White House.

“I was not a Republican. 
Now I’m a Republican,” said 
Jared Kushner, who was a 
Democrat before helping 
steer his father-in-law’s 
surprise victory three years 

ago. “I think the Republican 
Party is growing now that 
people like me feel comfort-
able being part of it.”

Just three months ago, 
initial revelations of a phone 
call in which Trump tried 
squeezing Ukraine’s new 
president to announce 
an investigation into 
Democrats gave pause to 
some Republicans.

But now, “Trump is strong 
as a tank with Republicans,” 
said Rep. Patrick McHenry of 
North Carolina, a member of 
the House GOP leadership.

While stopping short 
of abandoning him over 
Ukraine, several GOP law-
makers initially took a 
middle-ground position, 
saying they wanted to learn 
more about what happened.

specific economic priori-
ties, and putting in place 
short and long-term strat-
egies for growth, has kept 
building a stronger and 
stronger foundation for 
future success.

“These regional public-
private partnerships help 
provide the economic lead-
ership we need in a globally 
competitive economy,” 
said O’Mara and Palmesano 

in a joint statement. “Now 
it remains up to all of us, at 
every level of government, 
to continue putting these 
resources to good, effec-
tive use to revitalize our 
regional economies.”

O’Mara and Palmesano 
also looked ahead to the 
beginning of the 2020  legis-
lative session in January and 
urged New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and leg-
islative leaders to make 
broad-based tax relief, 
mandate relief, and regu-
latory reform top priorities 
for revitalizing local econ-
omies across the Southern 

Tier and Finger Lakes 
regions, and statewide.

“These ongoing invest-
ments are critical, but we 
also urge Cuomo and leg-
islative leaders to renew 
this state’s commitment 
in 2020 to the broad-based 
actions that are critical 
to short- and long-term 
success of our local small 
business owners, manu-
facturers, farmers, all 
of our job creators, local 
property taxpayers, and 
families,” O’Mara and 
Palmesano said. “That 
means creating a stronger 
business climate through 

tax cuts, removing the 
heavy burden of unfunded 
state mandates, and getting 
state regulations out of the 
way of sustained economic 
growth and job creation.”

Since 2011, including this 
year, the Southern Tier 
REDC has been awarded 
a total of approximately 
$702 million and the Finger 
Lakes REDC roughly $705 
million in REDC economic 
development aid, officials 
said. 

Each region has been 
recognized as a “top per-
former” over the past six 
award cycles.

REDC
From Page A1

“This year, several of our 
police officers came over 
to help - which everyone 
enjoyed.”

After enjoying the holi-
day dinner, the children at 
the event were provided 
gifts from Santa and Mrs 
Claus.

Ayers-Friedlander told 
the crowd that the annual 
event is a great opportu-
nity to be able to come out 
(to the Youth Center) and 
to be together.

“I am imagining there 
are a few people here 
(Wednesday) that are very 
excited about some of the 
gifts they are going to 
find under the Christmas 

Tree,” Ayers-Friedlander 
said. “But there is a bigger 
and better gift we are going 
to celebrate tonight. Better 

than all of those things you 
can wrap and put under a 
tree. That is our love and 
caring for each other.”

Eight-year-old Olivia
Dyer said she enjoyed both
the dinner and the present.

“It was a lot of fun,”
Dyer said with a smile.
“But I liked the cake better
that the (Christmas) ham.”

Bianca Crandall, youth
service director for Family
Service Society, said each
year the holiday dinner at
the Corning Youth Center
continues to grow.

“Every year we do this
event and it helps bring
out everyone in the com-
munity,” Crandall said. “It
brings so many people to
the Youth Center to enjoy
the dinner and for the
children to receive a holi-
day gift. Without all of the
volunteers and donations
from local companies this
would not be possible. 

“So I want to say thank
you to all of them.”

CENTER
From Page A1

work in phase one, which is 
wonderful, because you get 
that energy savings right 
away,” Day said. “Some of 
this we tried to originally 
align with when we were 
working in those buildings, 
but the way that it worked 
out, to be efficient, it made 
sense to do [specific types 
of work] all at once.”

Most of the work in later 
phases will be aligned with 
when construction is ongo-
ing in those buildings.

Phase one will include 
replacement of light-
ing with LEDs at the high 
school, middle school, 
administration building 
and bus garage.

I t  w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e 
replacing the lighting at 
Memorial Stadium, both 
within the structure and 
the large tower lights, with 
LEDs.

The work at the stadium 
will also move electrical 
transformers and controls 
for the field lights to ground 
level, minimizing the need 
to climb the poles for 
maintenance.

Along with lighting, work 
will be done on control 

systems for walk-in refrig-
erators and freezers at 
multiple school buildings, 
as well as control upgrades 
in general to both hardware 
and software to ensure effi-
cient use of power can be 
monitored and maintained. 
For example, computer 
controls on lighting sys-
t e m s  w i l l  t r a c k  b o t h 
whether a room is occupied 
and how much natural light 
is getting in.

The other side of that 
control is that lighting will 
be more customizable, 
with teachers being able 
to choose various lighting 
modes from a panel on the 
wall.

The control and auto-
mation systems can even 
regulate ventilation based 
on occupancy, for example 
in large group gathering 
areas.

Hugh Gregg Elementary 
will see extensive window 
replacements in the first 
phase of the project as 
well — the same work is 
planned at Severn and 
Carder schools in the next 
two phases of the plan.

And new air handling 
systems to go along with a 
new boiler in the bus garage 
will be able to capture and 
retain heat that would oth-
erwise escape the building 
and lead to wasted energy.

LIGHTING
From Page A1

TRUMP
From Page A1

Corning Fire Chief Brad Davies and Corning City Councilman 
Diane Telehany were two of the many helpers Wednesday 
serving food at a holiday dinner, at the Corning Youth 
Center. [JEFF SMITH/THE LEADER]
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